Freedom of Information Act 2000 – tendered ballot papers issued at GE17 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council does not hold the information requested.
You asked:
How many tendered ballot papers in total were issued by the council’s electoral staff at polling stations on 8 June 2017 for the General Election, in each parliamentary constituency counted in your local authority:

a.) As an absolute number?

b.) As a percentage of the total number of ballots issued?


Answer: 
This information is not held by Leicester City Council, and we are informing you of this as required by Section 1 (1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

To advise and assist you with this matter, the registration of electors is governed by the Representation of the People Act 1983 (The Act) as amended.  

Under Section 8 of the Act, Leicester City Council must appoint an officer of the council to be the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO). 

Although appointed by the Council, the ERO does not carry out the duties or responsibilities of the post on behalf of the Council but in their own appointed capacity. 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) does not list any appointed person under the Representation of People Act as being subject to FOIA. 
On that basis, the Council does not hold information relating to these activities for the purposes of FOIA. 

Please note that a request for information regarding electoral information may not always be refused if the information requested is already publicly available anyway (this applies to statistics and factual information).  However in this case the information is not publicly available. Therefore this is a refusal under s17 of the Act as the Council does not hold this information, and the Electoral Registration Officer is not covered by the FOI Act.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

