Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked for:
1) How many museums does your council run? 

4

2) How many items are there in your museums’ collections? What is their combined value?
Approximately 1.5m objects.
We are unable to share the combined value of the objects we have.

For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 31 of the Act is being applied – law enforcement

Disclosure of the requested information would be likely to have significant negative impact on the prevention of crime. The Council considers there is a strong public interest in avoiding likely prejudice to the prevention of crime.

3) How many of those items are currently on display? What is their combined value? 
Approximately 5%

4) For each of the last four financial years, ending with 2017/18:

a. How many items have been sold by your museums? What is the sum of money those sales have raised? 

b. How much of that money was kept within museums rather than going to other parts of the council? 

c. How many items have been bought by your museums? How much, in total, was paid for them? 
5) Over the last four years, what is the single biggest amount raised by selling an item? What was the item in question? How and to whom was it sold? 

6) Even if no sales have been made, has the council considered selling any of its collection at any point over the last four years? 

To be clear – I am only interested in items in the museums’ collection of historical artefacts. I am not interested in how much the museum is spending on buying and selling items like cleaning products, pens or computer equipment. 

Leicester City Council has not sold any works of art in the last four financial years and therefore no funds have been raised.

Leicester City Council owns and manages museums which are accredited with Arts Council England. The Accreditation scheme is the national standard for the management of museums. An important aspect of fulfilling the criteria for Accreditation is to adhere to the Museum Association’s Ethical Guidelines which stat:

The MA Code of Ethics prohibits financially motivated disposals, apart from in certain exceptional circumstances, as it risks damaging public confidence in museums and the principle that collections should not primarily be seen as financially negotiable assets.’ 

Museums Association Disposal toolkit Appendix 4: Additional Guidance on Financially Motivated Disposal

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall, 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

