Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Tree removal in Prebend Gardens
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Would you please provide copies of the “arboreal reports” undertaken on the 40 or so trees removed from the Prebend Park over the period of the 23rd to the 27th of April 2018. We would also please ask that you provide copies of correspondence between the Council and the police regarding the removal of these trees.
As you will be aware, the trees were in a conservation area and as such were protected by TPOs. We understand that it was not deemed necessary that a formal consultation exercise for this first phase of works take place as the removal of trees and shrubbery and installation of additional CCTV was deemed essential work to improve public safety on the park, as requested by the police. Can you please indicate what essential work powers you were using to take these steps and please let us have copies of any internal notes, minutes, correspondence that relates to this.
Answer: 
1) Arboreal reports:

Tree condition report

I have attached a report on Prebend taken from Ezytreev (tree management software) that shows all the trees, but specifically shows the individual tree conditions (problems noted during the last survey). Each tree that was felled (showed in worked performed) had one or more condition that affected their form, long term safe retention or foreseeable damage occurring. Most of these trees were felled and in some cases retained, but pruned. This left the better quality trees to be retained.

Plans of trees

Attached plan showing the 43 trees removed and a plan showing the 29 trees retained including the tree type.

The tree crews always do a visual, and if required, a climbing check for bird nests during the season. They do not log this, it is visual. During these inspections nests in one of the large Willows (tree reference T43) which was down to be pollarded was identified. This tree and Willow T44 were left untouched so as not to disturb the nest (therefore the above plans differ from those included in the briefing notes).

2) Correspondence between LCC and Leicestershire Police

This is attached.
3) Trees in Conservation Area/Essential work powers

An application to undertake works to a tree within a conservation area is called a Section 211 Notice. A planning authority is not required to publicise a Conservation Area application (211 Notice). All Tree Preservation Order applications are publicised, even on LCC land, though this does not apply to Prebend as no TPO’s are in place.

As the trees at Prebend Gardens are within a LCC Park maintained by the Trees & Woodlands section they are deemed to be ‘under sound arboricultural management’. As we are the planning authority a Section 211 notice is not required for the cutting down, topping, lopping or uprooting of a tree by, or on behalf of, the authority. The planning officer for trees is always informed of works taking place within a conservation area.

4) Internal notes, minutes, correspondence
Please find attached briefing notes to Stoneygate Ward Councillors and to Executive Members.
The data of less senior officers has been redacted under EIR Regulation 13 – Personal Data.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

