Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. 
You asked:

ASC0206 - Mental Health Wellbeing and Recovery Services Leicester City Council
The purpose of this letter is to request information pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act 2000. If this information is not available from your department, please forward this request to the appropriate agency or kindly advise me of the other department which might have this information.

Please provide me with a copy(PQQ, Technical requirement with weight score and pricing schedule) of the winning tender that is score so i can access if fairness and clear standard was used in awarding the contract.

S43 Commercial Interests

Under s43(2), information is exempt if its disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it). S43 is a qualified exemption and we are obliged to apply the public interest test.

Public Interest Test.

Factors favouring disclosure:

Use of public resources - where public resources are being used, there is public  interest in accountability and justification. One of the underlying principles of the Act is the need to be open and transparent. In this case, there is public interest in establishing that Leicester City Council has negotiated a competitive contract for the provision of this service.

Factors favouring non-disclosure:

Interests of third parties - where third party interests may be jeopardised by the release of information that relates to sensitive commercial information held about a business/organisations. 

Rivals would benefit from knowing the benchmark for payments made and this would provide the opportunity for outbidding or undercutting, potentially damaging the commercial interests of the specific companies/organisations in question.

The disclosure of contractual information may also disadvantage the Authority in negotiating future contracts with the companies/organisations concerned and that of other providers. There may be cases whereby contractors are unfairly advantaged over others who are not aware of the publication of this information.

Leicester City Council has a moral duty to protect the sensitive commercial information it holds about any company/organisation it has dealings with. 

Balancing Test
When balancing the public interest test, we have to consider whether the information should be released into the public domain. By releasing the requested information the commercial interests of a business/organisation will be compromised, along with the relationship the Authority has with that company/organisation. Therefore the factor favouring non-disclosure, interests of third parties outweighs the factor favouring disclosure, use of public resources.


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

