Freedom of Information Act 2000 – school absence penalty notices
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
We would like to ask a few questions about school Penalty Notices under the ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ACT 2003 SECTION 23. Here I am writing to try to understand what kind of data is available through the Freedom of Information Act. The following questions refer to numbers breakdown by level of education (primary, secondary, alternative provision or special school) and type of school (community schools, foundation and voluntary schools, academy and grammar schools).

1. Could you provide data on the number of the penalty notice issued, breakdown by reasons (e.g., holiday/truancy sweep/persistently late...)?

Ideally, I would like to obtain the above data on a half-term basis during the period 2009/10 to 2017/18. If half-term is not possible, what is the frequency of the data that you are able to provide (e.g., termly, yearly…)?

(I am aware that https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/parental-responsibility-measures has published similar data but they do not have the penalty notice number breakdown by reasons for any year before 2016/17. Therefore I kindly ask you for it.) 

For the same time period (2009/10 to 2017/18), I would also like to know:

2. the number of unpaid vs. paid penalties?
3. how many penalties are withdrawn? 
4. how many unpaid penalties lead to prosecution?

At last, in case the Code of Conduct for Penalty Notice being revised or updated, is it possible to obtain all the historical versions of the Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices?

Answer: 
We are able to provide the yearly figures. 
Our reports do not break down the Penalty Notices by school phase/alternative provision/special school/other school type.  To obtain the data in this format would take over 18 hours of work – all the reports would require a high level of work to obtain accurate figures to enable us to provide the breakdown beyond the one provided below.

Section 12 of the FOI Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information. This letter therefore acts as a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

	Academic year
	Penalty Notices

Holidays
	Penalty Notices

Ongoing irregular attendance
	Total Penalty Notices issued
	Penalty Notices

Others
	Paid
	With
drawn
	Prosecuted (following non-payment)
	Outstanding outcomes – not now possible to obtain*

	2010/11
	1638
	195
	1833
	0
	1381
	247
	190
	15

	2011/12
	2026
	115
	2141
	0
	1713
	256
	172
	0

	2012/13
	2599
	129
	2728
	0
	2232
	306
	190
	0

	2013/14
	2585
	147
	2732
	0
	2034
	567
	122
	0

	2014/15
	3005
	202
	3207
	0
	2843
	247
	107
	10

	2015/16
	3319
	85
	3404
	0
	2946
	280
	178
	0

	2016/17
	2694
	147
	2841
	0
	2494
	207
	140
	0

	2017/18 issued to date
	5352
	171
	5523
	0
	
	
	
	


*The outcomes are sometimes not known until after the Parental Responsibility return is made and the totals may therefore differ from the published data. Also, in earlier years, we did not produce the final data for some of the remaining cases. It isn’t possible to identify which Notices these cases related to now to obtain the outcomes. 

The outcomes data for the PNs issued in 2017/18 is not yet complete.  To collate the information will take approximately one week of work.  This is therefore a refusal notice under section 12.1 of the Act. 
The Previous Codes of Conduct are attached.  
The current Code is on the council’s website; https://www.leicester.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-and-colleges/attendance-behaviour-and-welfare/attendance-and-truancy/.  This therefore constitutes a refusal notice under section 21 of the Act, namely the information is already in the public domain.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

