Freedom of Information Act 2000
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
– Contaminated/Brownfield Land
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1.         Do you have specialist 'contaminated land officers' (CLO) employed within the Council? YES NO If answer is 'No' does the council engage 'independent specialist consultants' to advise council on sites. 

Answer: If planning applications are received for significant development of land which is known or suspected to be contaminated, the Planning service consult colleagues in Environmental Health who will consider historic land uses within the area. The Officers employed are Environmental Health Officers and have received subsequent training specifically in contaminated land. These Officers will advise on all sites within the City, including those owned by the City Council. In some instances it may be necessary (on Council Land) to employ a consultant to undertake a contaminated land assessment, and this process is managed on a case by case basis.

2.         With regard to Brownfield sites (including contaminated land sites), do the Council carry out routine site inspections to discharge planning conditions? Yes / No 

If we receive an application to discharge a condition which has been imposed as a result of advice from colleagues as 1.above we would consult them. They would consider all the reports submitted by the applicants consultant (phases 1-3), and would also site visits where necessary. On larger scale projects a number of site visits are undertaken during the remediation process to check the progress of the works.

3.         With regard to Brownfield sites (including contaminated land sites), what verification does the council rely upon to discharge planning conditions related to remediation of brownfield / contaminated land sites?  


The information required to discharge such a condition would vary from case to case. In general phase 1, 2 and 3 reports would be submitted (where necessary), and the applicant will subsequently submit all relevant documentation in a final completion and verification report. This verification report will include chemical analysis of soils, and also photos of the site during various stages of the remediation process. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

