Freedom of Information Act 2000 – stationary idling offences
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1.
Does Leicester City Council exercise its right afforded to it under ‘The Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (England) Regulations 2002’ to issue fixed penalty notices to motorists committing stationary idling offences? If not, why not?
Answer: No. We reviewed the introduction of an anti-idling policy last year but decided against it due to the challenges found elsewhere of making this an effective enforcement approach. Evidence of the difficulties faced by the London Borough of Camden’s enforcement team informed this decision. Because of the short statutory observation period required before a penalty charge notice could be applied drivers would see the Civil Enforcement Officer and drive off. Leicester’s parking policy includes a five minute observation period required to provide an evidence base for the PCN.  
2.
How many spot fines has Leicester City Council issued to motorists committing stationary idling offences to date (up until and including 21st August 2018)? 
3.
How many spot fines has Leicester City Council issued to motorists committing stationary idling offences between 1st January 2018 and 21st August 2018 inclusive?
4.
What procedures do Leicester City Council have in place to issue fixed penalty notices for stationary idling offences? i.e. which “authorised persons” are responsible for / have the ability to issue fines? 
N/A in respect of Qs2-4 above

5.
Does Leicester City Council adhere to all prevailing legislation around the monitoring of air pollution on and around construction sites within its district?
Leicester City Council considers reducing impact of the city developments in terms of pollution as a priority. 
Planning applications of new developments are assessed in terms of air pollution impact as part of the decision making process. Both the construction and operational phases of the developments are considered.  

The Air Quality assessment produced by the developers will determine the impact of the development both during the construction and operational phase on pollution levels. It will also, if necessary, recommend mitigating measures needed to be taken to minimise the pollution impact. 

The “Guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and construction” of the Institute of Air Quality Management is used as well as “Land-Use Planning & Development Control: Planning for Air Quality” to help developers to meet the current standards for air quality.  

6.
How does Leicester City Council monitor the impact of construction sites on air pollution?
There is no direct monitoring of construction sites.  However, our Pollution Team do respond to any instances of nuisance reported on air quality related to construction sites, and proactively visit the larger sites to see what measures to prevent air pollution are in place. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

