Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

A)For each of the academic years 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 to date, broken down by year, please provide the following SEND information:

· How many requests for SEND needs assessments were received in each year from:

· Parents/carers/young people

· Schools

· Initiated by the LA without a request from parents/carers/schools
· How many of these requests resulted in an assessment of need being carried out, and how many were refused, for

· Requests from parents/carers/young people

· Requests from schools

· Requests initiated by the LA without a request from parents/carers/schools
· How many of the needs assessments resulted in an agreement to issue an EHCP for
· Requests from parents/carers/young people
· Requests from schools
· Requests initiated by the LA without a request from parents/carers/schools
· How many applications for an EHCP were either rejected or finalised within the statutory 20 week period? How many took longer than 20 weeks?
· What was the mean and median time between an EHCP assessment first being requested, and the EHCP being finalised? (To be clear, please include all EHCPs which were finalised in the given academic year, even if they were first applied for in the previous academic year. For this particular question, I am only interested in EHCPs which were finalised – not applications which were rejected and never successfully appealed).
B) Across the entire period 1. September 2014 until the present date, what was the longest an individual applicant had to wait between first requesting an EHCP assessment and having an EHCP finalised? 
C) At the start of each of the last five school years, including 2018-19, how many pupils going through the EHCP application process (including appeals) were 

· …on a roll at a school but not attending?

· …not on a roll at any school? 

· …on a part-time timetable?

For each of the academic years 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 and as much of 2018/19 as you have data for: 

1) How many times was the council challenged at the SEND tribunal for refusing to assess a child’s special educational needs? 

a. Of those, how many were:

i. conceded by the LA ahead of the tribunal hearing
ii. withdrawn by the parent/carer/young person
iii. upheld by the SEND tribunal
iv. not upheld by the SEND tribunal
b. What was the cost to the council of defending all of these appeals, both successful and unsuccessful?*

2) How many times was the council challenged at the SEND tribunal for refusing to issue a SSEN or an EHCP? 

· Of those, how many were:

· conceded by the LA ahead of the tribunal hearing
· withdrawn by the parent/carer/young person
· upheld by the SEND tribunal
· not upheld by the SEND tribunal
· What was the cost to the council of defending all of these appeals, both successful and unsuccessful?*

· How many finalised EHCPs or SSENs resulted in an application to the SEND tribunal to challenge any part of the EHCP/SSEN?

· Of those, how many were:

· conceded by the LA ahead of the tribunal hearing
· withdrawn by the parent/carer/young person
· upheld by the SEND tribunal
· not upheld by the SEND tribunal
· What was the cost to the council of defending all of these appeals, both successful and unsuccessful?*

· How much compensation or legal costs were paid to parents in the above cases?

*when calculating ‘cost to the council’, please include  in-house legal costs, representation and barristers, expert witnesses including the cost of attending tribunal, professional reports, tribunal preparation costs, admin etc

Please find the relevant information attached.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

