Freedom of Information Act 2000 – New Walk Museum & Art Gallery

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
The information requested concerns both objects stolen from the museum collection and objects in the museum collection whose provenance has come under dispute in one way or another. Such dispute may include weak provenance, suspicion or evidence of looting, or suspicion of trafficking. Where the term ‘antiquities’ is used, the request refers to objects made before 1900 AD. ‘The collection’ refers to the Collection of the Museum.

I would like to request the following information concerning objects stolen from your collection:

1.  The total number of objects within your Collection as of 1st November 2018

Answer: 
c.1.5million
2.  The total number of antiquities within your Collection (objects made before 1900AD) as of 1st November 2018

c.700,000

3.  The number of antiquities stolen from your Collection in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 (so far) respectively and, if possible, the name or object type of the objects stolen

2010-2012 (exact date not known) – handkerchief 

2012 – ancient Egyptian gold jewellery (earring, pendant, two bracelets, a necklet).

4.  The total number of antiquities stolen from the Collection in the last 50 years or, if records do not extend back 50 years, the number stolen since records began

41

5.  Of antiquities stolen, the total number which have been identified and returned in the last 50 years

1

6.  Of antiquities stolen and returned in the last 50 years, the object type, the place in which the stolen item was found, the date the item was stolen, and the date the item was returned

Bronze age collared urn, stolen from Jewry Wall Museum in 1992, returned by police in 1993.

7.  The number of antiquities stolen from the Collection during the last 50 years which were later discovered on the UK art market, including auction houses, galleries and private dealers

0

8.  The number of antiquities stolen from the Collection currently registered on the Art Loss Register

0

I would like to request the following information concerning objects within your collection with conflicted provenance:

9.  The number of antiquities in the Collection whose provenance has been questioned and, if possible, the names and accession numbers for these items

0 but we have undertaken research into the provenance of groups of items and have published details of European oil paintings with incomplete provenance on the Cultural Property section of the Collections Trust website. Please see http://records.collectionstrust.org.uk/records/leicester-city-museums/

10.  The number of antiquities currently or previously in the collection which are known to have been stolen from their previous owners (including, but not limited to, archaeological sites, museum collections and private collections)

0

11.  The number of antiquities previously in your collection which have been repatriated to their supposed country of origin

0

12.  Of repatriated objects, the object types, date of repatriation and country to which they were repatriated

n/a

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


