Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR, The Regulations) – Idling
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Please can you tell me if the council -

· has introduced an anti-idling fine - i.e. issuing of fixed penalty notices to drivers who leave their engines running when they are stationary, and not in traffic
Answer: 

The Council is able to issue a fixed penalty notice where a vehicle is parked with the engine running where prohibited. This follows the de-criminalisation of parking which was transferred to Leicester City Council from the police in January 2007. 
· when the fine was introduced
02 January 2007 when de-criminalisation of parking was transferred to Leicester City Council from the police 
· the maximum fine that can be handed out
Lower amount £50.00, reduces to £25.00 if paid within the discount period of 14 days
· on how many occasions the council has fined drivers who idle and the amount of fine given. Please include number of fines for each month and year e.g. March 2017 and make clear how many are repeat offenders 

· how many council staff enforce the anti-idling policy and how many volunteers are used, if any 
Leicester City Council has reviewed options for dealing with idling vehicles and applying fines was considered problematic owing to the ability of the drivers to driveaway before a fine could be applied. The council has therefore adopted a targeted pro-active and pragmatic approach for the driver to be asked to switch the engine off whilst parked.
The Council launched its Switch off your Engine for Cleaner Air campaign in April 2018 to improve the air quality outside primary and secondary schools in Leicester.  This ongoing campaign is now linked to the Air Quality Eco Schools module whereby clean air messages are promoted to pupils via school assemblies.  The campaign also involves idling monitoring activities with pupils, letters and flyers sent to parents in book bags, social media and car stickers.  Outside the schools, large board posters featuring the messages have been attached to lampposts and railings, positioned to be visible to drivers.

· Further information about the Switch off your engine for cleaner air campaign can be found at http://www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/healthierair/ 

· Further information about the Air Quality Education programme for Leicester schools can be found at: https://schools.leicester.gov.uk/services/environment-health-and-well-being/air-quality-education/
Additional information: 

Launched in 2015 Healthier Air for Leicester (Air Quality Action Plan 2015-2026)
web - link https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/180653/air-quality-action-plan.pdf sets out an extensive set of actions to bring air quality levels into compliance.  The sixteen actions, spread over four themes, include the introduction of a Low Emission Zone for buses and taxis, improved provision for walkers and cyclists and the introduction of air quality considerations into planning policy. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


