Freedom of Information Act 2000 – kinship support and placements
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1. Provide a link to your local authority’s kinship care policy (this may also be known as your family and friends care policy).

Answer: 

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/182053/kinship-care-policy.pdf

2. 
Does your local authority have a named designated lead manager responsible for kinship care (also known as family and friends care)? If so, what is their name and contact details, and what is the title of their substantive post?

Georgina Oreffo

Service Manager

Family Placement and Support

Social Care and Education

Leicester City Council

0116 4544506

07710148464

email: Georgina.Oreffo@leicester.gov.uk
3. Does your local authority have a written policy and/or procedure that sets out financial support for children in kinship care under the following arrangements, and if so, please provide a copy of the policy and/or procedure(s):

For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s website.

Information can be accessed via the links provided below
a) Children placed or living in family and friends care overall (encompassing all the different types of arrangements below)

https://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/index.html
b) Children placed with family and friends foster carers?

Yes, see answer to Q1 https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/182053/kinship-care-policy.pdf
c) Children subject to a Special Guardianship Order?

https://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/index.html
d) Children subject to a Child Arrangement Order or Residence Order?

https://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/index.html
e) Children living in private fostering arrangements?

https://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/index.html
f) Children living in kinship care informal arrangements (where there is no legal order)?

https://www.proceduresonline.com/llr/childcare/leicester_city/index.html
4.  Please complete this table.  If you do not have the information please state N/A.
	Spend on financial allowances for children in kinship care

	
	How much did the local authority spend in 2017/18 (01 April 2017 to 31 March 2018)? 
£
	How many children benefited from such spend in 2017/18?
	Please state the formula for how allowances are calculated, if this information is not set out as part of the answer to question three.  
	Please state whether there are any restrictions to this allowance or payment (e.g. maximum length of time carers are eligible for these allowances or the age of the child at which these allowances stop)?  If yes, please explain what the restrictions are, if this information is not covered in your policy or procedures provided in response to answer three.

	Financial allowance provided to friends and family foster carers


	1,115,994
	220
	National Minimum Fostering Allowance
Additional allowances such as equipment, clothing, 4 weeks (holiday, birthday and festival), mileage etc
	No restrictions
Up to age 18

	Special Guardianship Order Allowance


	1,544,330
	258
	Equivalent to Fostering Allowance minus Child Benefit
	Up to age 18

	Child Arrangement Order and Resident Order Allowances


	189,704
	29
	Means tested up to Fostering Allowance minus Child Benefit
	Up to age 18

	Section 17 Child in Need payments for children in kinship care
	N/A
	
	
	

	Total financial payments/allowances/section 17 payments to kinship carers 
	2,850,028
	507
	
	


5. Do you have a written policy about how kinship carers can access legal advice including, how this is funded?   If yes, please provide this.
If you do not have a written policy, what guidelines do you use in determining whether to pay for independent legal advice or representation for a kinship carer or potential kinship carer? E.g. an initial consultation for £x.

An initial consultation at Legal Aid rates

6. Between 1 April 2017 and 31 March 2018, what was the total local authority budget spent on all children placed or living in family and friends care overall?

Can this be broken down by total local authority spend on:

a) Children placed with family and friends foster carers?

£1,460,117

b) Children subject to a Special Guardianship Order?

£1,719,837 
c) Children subject to a Child Arrangement Order or Residence Order?

£218,675
d) Children living in informal arrangements (where there is no legal order)?

The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.


7. Please state how many looked-after children were placed in friends and family foster placements as of 31st March 2018.

259

8. Of the number of looked after children placed in friends and family foster placements as of 31st March 2018, how many were previously placed by the local authority in: 

a) A foster placement (or placements) with unrelated carers? 

249

b) A different family and friends foster placement? 

2

c) A residential children’s home setting? 

6

d) Any other provision for looked-after children?

2
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


