Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) - waste recycling
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
How much recycled plastic is actually used in the waste bags? What does up to 80% actually mean?

Answer:
The bag manufacturer uses between 70-97% recycled content in the bag manufacture, depending on the quality of the recycled material procured. 

If this varies from batch to batch, what percentage is used in each batch, how long does a batch last, and how many bags are in each batch?

Batches vary in size depending on the quantity of bags ordered. However, the recycled material is delivered to the bag manufacturer in one tonne bags. 
They constantly monitor the quality of the product as it is extruded to ensure a high quality product and the ratio of prime to recycled material is altered throughout the batch to meet the required quality standards of the bags.

How many bags are given out each year or each month or each week by the contractors?

This varies, but is circa 7,000 rolls (175,000 bags) per week. There are 25 bags on a roll.

How many are gathered each month or on average each week?

Recycling collected is measured in tonnes. 
The number of bags collected is not counted. As such, the requested information is not held by Leicester City Council and we are informing you of this as required under Regulation 12 (4) (a).
How many of these bags or what percentage of gathered waste is actually recyclable, and how much or what percentage end up going to land fill and what percentage to be incinerated?
Of the total recycling collected, an average of 8% of the material is comprised of items that cannot be recycled. This material is sent for recovery at energy from waste plants.

If there is a publicly available report, please may I have a copy too?

No public report is available.  This therefore is a refusal notice under Regulation 12 (4) (a), the requested information is not held by the Council.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


