Freedom of Information Act 2000 – council tax reduction/support scheme 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Please could you provide me with details of your council tax reduction scheme (sometime know as council tax support) for working-age claimants for 2019/20.

Answer:
The scheme remains unchanged from 2018/19. The key elements of Leicester’s working-age Council Tax Support scheme are as follows:
•Upper limit - The maximum council tax support is 80 per cent of the charge for your council tax band.
•Minimum amount - If your reduction, when calculated, is less than £3.70 per week, no reduction will be awarded.  
•You now have to contribute at least 20 per cent towards your council tax bill – no matter what benefits you receive.
•Council tax support has been capped to a band B value.
•You will have to pay the full council tax bill if you have more than £6,000 in savings or investments (some savings/investments are exempt).
•We will only pay towards the council tax bill when you are awarded more than £3.70 per week through the scheme.
•We have removed the second adult rebate, where some people used to get a reduction on their council tax bill if another adult, who wasn’t their partner, lived with them.

If you have made any changes from the scheme you operated in 2018/19, please identify those changes.

The only changes being made for 2019/20 are administrative, i.e. uprating of allowances, non-dependant deductions and benefit rates in line with equivalent government uprating of Housing Benefit and pension-age Council Tax Support scheme.

If you have already published your 2019/20 council tax reduction/support scheme policy document, please provide a link/copy.


This has not yet been published, but will replace the 2018/19 scheme found on our website here – policy documents also enclosed on the page will remain unchanged: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-community/benefits-and-support/council-tax-support/ 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


