Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA)
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR)
– Shahista House

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
How was the grant applied for? 
Answer:

A request for grant funding based on scheme viability was made from the prospective owner/developer. 
A formal decision was subsequently taken in June 2016 by Councillor Waddington, Assistant City Mayor responsible at the time for the Cultural Quarter, to offer £150,000 grant as per the decision report:
‘Proposals to Regenerate 37-45 Rutland Street (Shahista House)’. 

This is therefore exempt as Section 21 of the FOI Act and Regulation 6(1)(b) of EIR applies, namely the information is already in the public domain.
Was there a pot of money advertised, or was there another process?
The funding request was considered in line with the Council’s  ‘Requests for Financial Support’ policy. The link to this document is at the bottom of the Decision details page. This acts as a refusal notice as exemption Section 21 of the FOIA and Regulation 6(1)(b) of EIR applies as the information is publicly accessible.
What was the £150k grant to Shahista House made for?

The repair, refurbishment and redevelopment of Shahista House 
37-43 Rutland Street, Leicester, a Grade II listed building, to provide:

A) Retail, leisure facilities and restaurant on the ground floor and ancillary storage/ kitchen in the Basement

B) 14 residential apartments on the upper floors.

Were any conditions attached to this money, and if not, why not

There were several conditions within the legal grant agreement including deadline for spend; withholding, suspending and repayment of grant; required warranties; insurance; state aid; use of grant; publicity; freedom of information; anti-discrimination; human rights; limitation of liability; termination; assignment and waiver.

How many privately owned buildings in the cultural Quarter have received grants for the same reason, and how much for? Were conditions attached to this grant?
Other buildings that have received grant from Leicester City Council in the St. George’s Cultural Quarter are: 

Echo Factory: A grant of £74,000 was paid to The Howie Smith Project in 2016 for refurbishment of the vacant 68-70 Humberstone Gate East building to make it suitable for occupation as a music education hub. 
The grant was paid towards the costs of generic building refurbishment and acoustic works as detailed in the decision notice ’67-70 Humberstone Gate’ dated 16th December 2015. 

Carron Building: A grant of £18,000 was given to Moorhouse Construction Limited (building owner) towards design development to support new workspace at the vacant Carron Building, as part of the ongoing work to encourage the re-use of empty buildings throughout the St. George’s Cultural Quarter.
The grant was paid in 2019 on the approval of planning consent for the proposed changes. 

As set out in decision notice ‘Cultural Quarter - Carron Building’ dated 10th January 2017.

Conditions were attached to both grants, as is standard practice.

Some Bright Spark: A grant of £5,000 was awarded to ‘Some Bright Spark’ on Yeoman St in August 2017 to make improvements to the exterior of their building as part of the Council’s Shop Front Grant scheme. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


