Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1. Please state the number of service users with each of the following conditions for whom the amount of time allocated in their care package was reduced in the financial year 2018/19. Please include in your answer both those who are part- and fully-local authority funded. Please also provide the same information for each of the previous four financial years. 

· Any neurological condition (please state how you define this)

· Any progressive/degenerative condition (please state how you define this)

· Multiple Sclerosis

· Alzheimer’s disease

· Huntington’s disease

· Motor Neurone disease

· Rheumatoid Arthritis

 

NB: I understand that this question may not be relevant to those service users in receipt of direct payments where the local authority does not dictate the number of hours of care purchased. 
 
2. Please state the number of service users with each of the following conditions who stopped receiving a local-authority funded care package in the financial year 2018/19. Please include in your answer both those individuals who were part- and fully-local authority funded. Please also provide the same information for each of the previous four financial years.

· Any neurological condition

· Any progressive/degenerative condition 

· Multiple Sclerosis

· Alzheimer’s disease

· Huntington’s disease

· Motor Neurone disease

· Rheumatoid Arthritis

 

3. Please state the number of service users with each of the following conditions whose personal budget was reduced (i.e. the amount of local-authority funding allocated to meet their needs) in the financial year 2018/19. Please include in your answer both those individuals who are part- and fully-local authority funded. Please also provide the same information for each of the previous four financial years. 

 
· Any neurological condition 

· Any progressive/degenerative condition 

· Multiple Sclerosis

· Alzheimer’s disease

· Huntington’s disease

· Motor Neurone disease

· Rheumatoid Arthritis
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not recorded in a reportable format; we do not code these conditions on our system. Therefore, the requested information would be recorded on an individual’s case file and would require the manual trawl of all service user records for the 5 year period requested
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will far exceed the appropriate limit.

 

Inclusion of PIP in financial assessments:
1. Do you include the daily living component of PIP (in financial assessments for social care) in the financial year 2018/19?
Yes, daily living component of PIP is included in the financial assessment.
2. If yes, in what financial year did you start including the daily living component of PIP? 
This was implemented in 2014.

3. Please detail:

a. whether or not you include the full rate of the daily living component of PIP;
We include the standard rate of PIP in an assessment (£58.70) and if the service user is in receipt of the enhanced rate (£87.65) we will only take £58.70 from the enhanced rate.

b. in what circumstances you do so;
We will always take the standard rate/amount of the daily living component unless it is paid for night time care only in which case it is disregarded in the financial assessment.

c. the amount in pounds or the proportion included;
Standard rate £58.70. If the person is in receipt of Enhanced rate of £87.65 we will only include £58.70.
d. and any changes to your policy regarding PIP for each of the previous five financial years.
There has been no change to the policy.

 
Disability Related Expenditure disregard:
1. Do you have a set rate for Disability Related Expenditure disregarded (from financial assessments for social care) for the financial year 2017/2018, and if so what is that rate?
The rate for a Single person is: £20; for a Couple it is: £15 for 2017/18.

2. If yes, in what financial year did you introduce a set rate for Disability Related Expenditure disregarded (from financial assessments for social care charges)? Please state what the set rate was for each of the four previous financial years.
This has been the set rate for the past 10 years.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

