Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Special guardianship financial support and assessment
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1) Does the council follow the DfE method of assessing Special guardianship allowance. If not please provide information as to the method used.

Answer:

Yes, for every Looked After Special Guardian Orders allowances

For Former Looked After Children (FLAC) carers receive the equivalent of the Fostering Allowance (minus Child Benefit)
2) What is the maximum payment for a child.

a) Pre school age  £130 
b) Primary school age  £143  
c) Secondary school age  £164  
d) Over 16  £191

3) Is the maximum payment based on recommended core foster care rates. If not what is the maximum payment based on.
Yes

4) Does special guardianship rise each year in line with the increase in core fostering rates.

Yes

5) Is the financial assessment where children were previously LAC different to the financial assessment for children who were not LAC.

Yes, (see answer 1. above)


6) What deductions, if any, are made from Special guardianship allowance, ie, Child benefit, Child tax credit.

Child Benefit


7) If a carer is in receipt of Income support are any deductions made from Special Guardianship allowance, ie, Child Benefit, Child tax credit

Yes, Child Benefit

8) Are Special guardianship allowances time limited. If so how long for

For as long as the Special Guardian qualifies; up to age 18.


9) How many special guardians in the authority are currently being financially supported

We are currently supporting 288 special guardians of 238 former LAC and 48 never LAC children and young people.

10) How many Child arrangement orders are currently being financially supported

We are currently supporting 54 carers of 30 former LAC and 32 never LAC children and young people. 

11) How many friends and family, (connected persons) foster carers are in the authority.

17
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


