Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Autism and Councils
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council does not hold the information requested.
You asked:
· Please provide a copy of your policy for dealing with assessments of disabled children by your children with disabilities team.  The relevant department will be Children’s Services or equivalent.

· How do you assess and support children who are autistic but have no other disability? Please provide a copy of any policies you have for assessing and supporting children who are autistic but who have no other disability.

· For the financial years (start of April to end of March) 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19, please provide the number of children with autism who have been: 
· declined an assessment by your children with disabilities team;

· referred to another team within Children’s services for an assessment; and
· declined any assessment whatsoever in each of the financial years detailed above.

Answer:

Assessments are completed for a Child in Need, defined under the Children Act 1989 as a child who is unlikely to achieve or maintain a satisfactory level of health or development, or their health and development will be significantly impaired, without the provision of services; or a child who is disabled. In these cases, assessments by a social worker are carried out under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989. 
Children in Need may be assessed under Section 17 of the Children Act 1989, in relation to their Special Educational Needs, disabilities, or as a carer, or because they have committed a crime.
All referrals to Disabled Children's Service (DCS) come via duty and advice team, single assessments are completed by the single assessment team and Children in Need (CIN) and Child Protection (CP) cases are transferred to us following a Child in Need assessment under the Children’s Act, where a single assessment is completed.  
DCS complete assessment on children and families open to us using the single assessment.  DCS have an eligibility criteria which is on the Local Offer website.  All children and young people eligible for support will have additional needs and or a disability as defined by the Equality Act 2010.

Short Breaks Service 

Short breaks undertake assessments which include the child’s and carers short breaks needs. 

Occupational Therapy Assessment

An assessment that looks at special equipment and adaptations, based on need.

Carers Assessments

Parents and carers have a right to request a Carers Assessment where they are providing regular and substantial support for a disabled child or young person. When the child’s needs have been assessed, then the cares role should be taken into account. However, carers can request a separate assessment, if they feel they need one.

There is no specific reference to Autism however the assessment would highlight the disability and recommend the relevant level of support.  Each child’s or young person’s and family circumstances will be different and each situation will be looked at on an individual basis.

The local authority takes part in multidisciplinary assessments of children who may be autistic along with health colleagues. These MDTs are run by paediatricians. When a child has a diagnosis of autism they may be placed on the disabled children’s register. The local authority has a specialist teachers team (the learning, communication and interaction team) who work specifically with children who are autistic. The Local Authority also has a lead educational psychologist who has a specialism in ASD. A maintained special school within the local authority have nationally recognised expertise in working with children with autism.
Regarding your final bullet point as to whether the council has declined any assessment whatsoever in each of the financial years detailed above, the council confirms in this instance that it does not record the requested information in its systems and is advising you of this as required by the provisions of Section 1(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


