Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1) Can the council confirm their current number of Long Term Empty Domestic Properties as of the 20th May (those properties which have been empty for six months or older) 

Properties empty over 6 months as at 31/05/19 is 2,857. Note this figure includes second homes and misinformation properties

2) What work is the council currently undertaking or planning to undertake around reducing their long term empty properties in 2019? 
Continue making meaningful contact with all long-term empty property owners. In Leicester long-term empty means empty over 18 months. Where owners are non-complaint seek Executive approval to proceed with obtaining Confirmed Compulsory Purchase Orders.

3) During 2018 did you undertake any work around reducing your Long Term Empty Properties. If you did was this done using internal resource or a third party? 
In 2018 Leicester City Council’s dedicated empty homes team continued the work of reducing long-term empty over 18-month properties by making meaningful contact with empty property owners and visiting all of those properties on our active caseload. The work also involved serving/posting CPO Notices and the Council took possession of 2 properties where owners were non-compliant. We also worked closely with internal partners ie Legal Services, Estate Management, Council Tax, Environmental Health, City Wardens and the Executive. 

4) If yes is the answer to question three, did the council review every single long term property 
Yes.


5) Does the reduction of empty homes in the council area form part of your Housing strategy? 
Yes.


6) Does the council have a budget in place to help support the reduction of empty properties?
Yes, £50,000.

 
7) How much did the council spend on temporary accommodation during 2018? 
£1.15m

	LCC Owned Temporary 
Accommodation Provision
	
	
	

	 
	2018/19 Actuals - Expenditure (Gross)
	2018/19 Actuals - Income (Gross)
	2018/19 Actuals (Net)

	Total 2018/19 Temporary Accommodation Costs 
	£3,559,100
	-£2,408,800
	£1,150,300



8) Does the council offer financial support /loans to Long Term Empty property owners to help them bring properties back into use?

Repayable Home repair grants are available through LCC for qualifying owner-occupiers to help bring their homes up to the government’s “decent homes standard”:

· Homeowners must have owned and lived in their property for a minimum of 3 years to qualify for a Repayable Home repair grant

· The priority is always to deal with any serious hazards to health and safety ie category 1 hazards

· Vulnerable home owners who are in receipt of means tested/passported benefits
· Low Income homeowners defined as those that would qualify for assistance having applied the prescribed means test for disabled facilities grant

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

