Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Taxi Licensing 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
I would like to know from Leicester city taxi licensing team about an entrapment that they did on 21/09/2018.

1. How many drivers were caught in that operation.

Answer:
On the stated date (21/09/2018 – 22/09/2018) there was an enforcement operation conducted by Leicester City Council Licensing Enforcement Team. 
Five licensed drivers were spoken to on that operation.  

2. How many drivers were convicted at Leicester magistrate court.

The five drivers spoken to on the Enforcement Operation on the 21/09/2018 – 22/09/2018 were all convicted at Magistrates Court.

3. How many driver were taken to the panel and what was the outcome.

All five drivers convicted at Magistrates Court were taken through the Licensing Enforcement Sub-Committee process. 
Three drivers had their licences revoked, One had their licence refused on renewal and One was allowed to continue with the entitlement to hold a Hackney Carriage/ Private Hire Driver Licence.

4. After the conviction how many drivers lost their taxi licence.

Details stated within answer 3

5. The fit and proper criteria how do they use it and what determines who is fit and proper and another person is not fit and proper.

There is no statutory `fit & proper person' test detailed within the legislation, but reference is made in the court case McCool v Rushcliffe Borough Council [1998]:

"One must it seems to me approach this case bearing in mind the objectives of this licensing regime which is plainly intended, among other things, to ensure so far as possible that those licensed to drive private hire vehicles are suitable persons to do so, namely that they are safe drivers with good driving records and adequate experience, sober, mentally and physically fit, honest, and not persons who would take advantage of their employment to abuse or assault passengers." 

In addition, there is the useful assistance given by the Local Government Association Taxi and PHV licensing Councillors' handbook: 
"A reasonable rule of thumb is to ask yourself `Would I be happy letting my wife / husband / daughter / son be driven by this driver?'.”
6. How do they determine one driver will repeat the same offense while another wont (how do they know about the future)

The Licensing Enforcement Sub-Committee (or delegated officer) will determine these matters based on the information that they are presented with. 
The details of the decision is contained within the correspondence sent to drivers outlining the reasoning. 
Each case is taken on its own merits.

7. How do they take into account mitigating circumstance and how do they use it to revoke or issue back the licence.

Details stated within answer 6
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


