Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations Act 2004

Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:

I am writing to request details of the date/year Leicester City Council has committed to becoming carbon neutral, in light of the climate emergency declared by the government in May. 
Leicester City Council has not yet set a date for becoming carbon neutral.  The council took a decision on 1st February 2019 to commission a review and updating of the council’s climate change targets, in light of the climate emergency.  This review is currently underway.  Councillor Adam Clarke, Deputy City Mayor with responsibility for Environment and Transport, has stated:

“Our ambition is to be carbon neutral in the quickest time possible.  Between 2025 and 2030 would demonstrate we have led by example, supporting the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s findings that globally we need to reduce warming to no more than 1.5 degrees’ within 12 years. We won’t be able to achieve this without support from government.”


I would also like to know:

- Whether you have declared a climate emergency
Yes, the council declared a climate emergency on 1st February 2019.


- Whether you have scheduled any future meetings to discuss or address climate change within your county (if this hasn't already been addressed)
A city-wide programme of meetings and other consultation activities is currently being planned and is expected to start in autumn 2019.


- Details of any specific plans in place to help you achieve any goals you have

Leicester’s Sustainability Action Plan was launched in 2016 and completed in 2019.  The plan included 92 actions addressing climate change, air quality, biodiversity, waste and other environmental issues.  It included the council’s current targets to:
· Halve city-wide carbon dioxide emissions from 1990 levels by 2025, and to

· Halve the city council’s carbon footprint from 2008/09 levels by 2025.

Details of achievements from the first two years of implementation of the plan are available on the council website in the Sustainability Action Reports for 2016/17 and 2017/18.  A report on achievements in 2018/19 is planned be published in autumn 2019.

Work on a new three-year action plan is underway and the plan will be launched in 2020.  In the meantime, the council continues to develop and implement new carbon reduction projects, to consult on proposals and to bid for funds to do more.  Current examples include:
· Low Carbon Transport Accelerator – through this project we are installing solar PV panels on car parks and St Margaret’s Bus Station and supporting local employers with measures to reduce emissions from their business travel.

· Transforming Cities Fund Tranche 1 – this project is an £8M scheme including improved cycle and walking networks, a new bike hire scheme and introduction of electric buses for the Birstall Park and Ride service.

· Green BELLE – this scheme has been providing energy surveys and grant funding to small and medium enterprises to reduce carbon emissions.  A bid has been submitted for more funding to launch a second phase.

· Workplace Parking Levy – the council will be consulting the community on proposals for supporting improved public transport services through a levy on workplace parking spaces.

· Eco Schools – we are continuing to support schools with providing environmental education as well as reducing the impact of school buildings.

· Community energy – with the council’s help, Green Fox Community Energy have made a successful funding bid for a project which will see PV panels installed on schools.

· Continuing to reduce energy demand from lighting – this work is ongoing, including installing efficient LED technology in way-lighting on housing estates and replacement traffic signals.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

