Freedom of Information Act 2000 – local authority evictions 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following response.
You asked:

1. Of the total number of local authority evictions made in 2017/18, how many of the grounds for possession were drug-related? Please note that drug-related grounds for possession includes, but is not limited to, the following: 
• Serious drug offences (as defined in Schedule 3 to the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) i.e. production and supply of controlled drugs, possession of controlled drugs with intent to supply, occupiers of premises permitting unlawful production / supply of controlled drugs or opium / cannabis smoking to take place on the premises, cultivation of cannabis plant for financial gain; or
• Breach of a Criminal Behaviour Order (sections 94 and 97 Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014) e.g. requirement to attend a drug awareness course or to engage in drug treatment, prohibition from using the internet for drug dealing activity; or
• Breach of a tenancy agreement related to drugs e.g. for possession / use of controlled drugs / psychoactive substances on the premises, “illegal or immoral use of the property”. 

Answer:
In financial year 2017/18 there were 5 local authority evictions which involved drugs.

2. Please provide a copy of internal documents (e.g. policies, procedures, protocols, memos, template contracts, correspondence) held by the local authority pertaining to evictions from council housing, which specifically refer to drugs (i.e. controlled drugs or psychoactive substances). 

The Council has a general Conditions of Tenancy published on its website: 

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/84556/conditions-of-tenancy.pdf
Section 37 of this document states that the use of illegal substances such as drugs in the Council home is a criminal activity.

This is therefore a refusal notice as the exemption to disclosure applies, namely the information is already accessible to the applicant by other means as it is in the public domain, i.e. published on the Council’s website.
The Council do not have any internal documents pertaining to drug related evictions and as such this is a refusal notice in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, information not held by the Council.

The process of eviction is largely governed by the County Courts:
· Each Anti Social Behaviour case is taken to Court for a judgement, usually by a District Judge 
· The Council can ONLY obtain possession of a dwelling if it obtains a Court Order that says so
· The District Judge or Judge will make a decision on the case based on the facts of the case 
· The decision is based on a number of facts and includes if it is reasonable and proportionate to give the Council possession
· If the Council get possession, then it will have to raise a warrant for the Bailiff to attend. The Council has to pay a fee to the Courts for this.
· The County Court then notifies the tenants of the decision of the case and the date the eviction will take place
· This Eviction Notices informs the tenant(s) to vacate the dwelling by the said date otherwise the locks will be changed on the date of the eviction
· The Council attend on the date of the eviction only to assist the Bailiff
· It is the Bailiffs responsibility to hand back the property to the Council
· The Bailiff executes the warrant i.e. gains entry, (The Council usually have a carpenter on site if access is not allowed and the Bailiff will instruct the Council accordingly)
· The Bailiff then (if he/she gets possession) gives the Council the keys to the property
· The Bailiff always enters the dwelling first
· The Bailiff must provide the Council with a property that is vacant of the occupants
· At that stage the Council sign that it has received the keys and the eviction is concluded and the property is now formally under its control

Please see attached a flowchart that staff use to follow.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


