Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Blue Badge parking
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1) Do you have any plans to expand the number of dedicated Blue Badge parking spaces in your local authority area?
Answer:
The Council keeps the availability of blue badge parking spaces under review, often linked to the delivery of street improvement schemes and this is always considered when new or improved parking infrastructure is being implemented.  

2) The current number of dedicated Blue Badge parking spaces in your local authority area
There are 65 dedicated disabled parking bays. 
(Please note:  disabled parking bays vary in length and spaces available in a parking bay will also vary depending on the length of the vehicles parked).
Valid Blue Badge holders can also park for 3 hours on single/double yellow lines Please refer to guidelines set out in the Blue badge booklet or by the website

https://www.gov.uk/blue-badge-scheme-information-council
Free parking is also available in Leicester in all pay and display bays and council run car parks.
3) The current number of Blue Badge holders registered in your local authority area
12,831

4) The number of drivers who have received a fine for misusing a disabled parking bay in your local authority area (broken down by month for the years 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 to date)
Penalty Charge Notices issued for Contravention 40 (parked in a designated disabled person’s parking place without displaying a valid disabled person’s badge in the prescribed manner).

	Month / Year
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2019

	Jan
	280
	281
	345
	434

	Feb
	326
	265
	319
	482

	Mar
	348
	206
	339
	550

	Apr
	283
	171
	399
	417

	May
	358
	184
	355
	437

	Jun
	188
	167
	423
	355

	Jul
	210
	217
	416
	-

	Aug
	223
	195
	406
	-

	Sep
	282
	237
	441
	-

	Oct
	292
	254
	476
	-

	Nov
	308
	339
	448
	-

	Dec
	324
	353
	497
	-

	Total
	3422
	2869
	4864
	2675


5) The new eligibility criteria for Blue Badge holders in your local authority, following the announcement of the expansion of the scheme to include invisible medical conditions announced in June 2019.

Leicester City Council applies the criteria for blue badge eligibility as set out in the Blue Badge Scheme Local Authority Guidance document published by the Department for Transport.  Whilst such Department for Transport Local Authority guidance is not available on Leicester City Council’s website, it is publicly available on www.gov.uk.  

Both the new Blue Badge Local Authority Guidance (England) document and the previous guidance issued in 2014 (which applies until 30 August 2019) are available via the following link:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-blue-badge-scheme-local-authority-guidance-england 

This part of the letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section 17 of the FOIA as the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 21 of the Act applies, namely the information is already accessible to the applicant by other means as it in the public domain.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


