Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1. Please send me any risk assessments you have done for a no-deal Brexit. 
This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, the Council Website, and is already in the public domain.

The Council’s risk assessment on the impact of Brexit was presented to the Audit and Risk Committee and is publicly available at:

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=417&MId=9219&Ver=4
 

2. (If not already answered in question 1) What are the risks you have identified in the event of a no-deal Brexit? 
Please see the response above.
 

3. (if not already answered in Qs 1 or 2) What are the risks you have identified for rural communities in the event of a no-deal Brexit? 
Not applicable - Leicester City as an urban area does not have any identified rural communications. 
Leicestershire County Council and the district councils in Leicestershire are responsible for the rural areas within the county. However, the City Council would work with the County/District Councils if and when required to assist in response to risks affecting rural areas. All local authorities work together to coordinate their responses in relation to Brexit via the Local Resilience Forum. 

 

4. How many training exercises have been carried out so far by organisations involved in your Local Resilience Forum, from 1st April 2017, to help prepare for a no-deal Brexit? What was the purpose of each exercise?
A workshop of key partners from the Local Resilience Forum, Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland (LLR) Prepared was held in the autumn of 2018 to review risks relating to a No Deal scenario and to consider key issues and responses. Since then there has not been a specific training exercise but the Local Resilience Forum has held focused planning meetings and workshops as well as regular teleconference calls to continue to review both the risks relating to EU exit and the plans and arrangements needed to manage these risks. The City Council has also participated in teleconference calls and webcasts provided by Government departments and reviewed the regular briefings and other information provided by Government departments.

5. How many no-deal training exercises are planned between now and October 31st  and what is the purpose of each?
The Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Local Resilience Forum has an agreed planning and response structure relating to preparations for EU Exit. This includes regular briefings, planning meetings and teleconference calls involving identified individuals from all the relevant organisations. No specific training is planned at this current time, as this structure provides the means by which to consider risks and issues as and when they arise and to put in place appropriate plans and responses. Should training be necessary in response to that then it will be considered at the relevant time.

 

6. How much extra funding have you received to deal with and prepare for a no-deal Brexit?
To date the Government has provided all unitary councils, including Leicester City Council, £314,952 to assist with their preparations. This will be used to address issues and risks as they arise.

7. How many staff do you have working full time on preparing for a no-deal Brexit?
There are no staff working full-time on preparing for a no-deal Brexit. Council Officers at all levels deal with risks as they arise and the Director of Governance, Communications and Political Governance is the lead Brexit Officer for the Council but undertakes this alongside her day to day role which includes related responsibilities such as risk management, emergency management and business continuity.

8. How much has no deal Brexit planning cost you to date? For example in terms of salaries, training, equipment, building, contracts etc
Activities have to date been undertaken as part of the available existing officer resources within the Council.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
 

9. Has any council funding been diverted from other areas to spend on preparing for, or dealing with, a no deal Brexit? If so, where did that funding come from?

No.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

