Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:
 

We are carrying out a Freedom of Information (FOI) request of local authorities to determine new information about the extent of community asset transfer (CAT) across the country, as part of our campaign on the importance of community spaces

FOI Questions: 

We would be grateful if you could provide the name of the authority in full; your region; and a contact for any follow-up questions, if possible here:
Answer: Leicester City Council, East Midlands. 
The authority’s Community Asset Transfer (CAT) policy

1. Does the authority have a published Community Asset Transfer* policy?
*Community Asset Transfer enables local authorities to transfer the ownership/management of their assets to community organisations at less than full market value in order to achieve a defined public benefit. 
a. If yes, please provide a web-link to the policy. 
Yes – 
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/179364/community-assets-transfer-policy.pdf
b. If no, is Community Asset Transfer (CAT) integrated into another policy within your local authority – such as wider asset management strategies or VCSE (voluntary, community and social enterprise) policies? Please provide a web-link to this, if so. 

c. If no, does the authority have a CAT policy that is not-published / only available on request? Please provide a copy if available, if so. 
Not applicable

2. If the authority has a CAT policy (whether integrated into another strategy or a non-published policy), when was this last updated or reviewed? 
The last review date was April 2015.

The volume of Community Asset Transfer over the last five years 

3. How many land or building assets has the authority transferred to community ownership* through Community Asset Transfer in the following time periods (financial years): 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18, and 2018/19? 
* For the purpose of this question, please provide the number of assets that have been transferred using the General Disposal Consent (England) 2003 (Local Government Act 1972), which enables the transfer of assets at less than best or nil consideration to achieve a defined community benefit.  

4. Of those assets that have been transferred, how many are on: 

a) A freehold agreement 

b) A long lease of at least 25 years or more

c) A lease of between 5 years and 25 years 

d) A lease of less than 5 years.

Please provide this information for the same time periods as Q3 if possible.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The data relating to all property transactions is recorded on monthly spreadsheets of which there are 60 for the time frame requested. It will be necessary to check each transaction to establish, a), if it falls under the scope of your request, b), if the transaction relates to a community group, c) the details of the lease arrangements in each case and d), if the instruction to our Legal Department resulted in a successful transaction.  We estimate that checking each month will require 20 – 30 minutes and in total the request will require 30 hours of officer time.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
5. Currently, how many lands or building assets does the authority own in total? Please exclude social housing assets from this total.
The authority holds 1,445 land or building assets, excluding social housing assets

6. How many of the authority’s land and building assets are currently identified as potential assets available for CAT? Please state if you do not review assets available for CAT in this way. 
We do not review our assets in this way. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

