Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1) How many people approached Leicester City Council to present themselves at risk of homelessness in 2017, 2018 and 2019?
The information requested is publicly available and can be found by accessing the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness

Therefore, this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied.  The information is accessible by other means and is already in the public domain

2) How many of these people, respective to each year, were presenting themselves at risk of homelessness due to being evicted from private rented accommodation (either through Section 8 or Section 21 eviction procedure)?
The information requested is publicly available and can be found by accessing the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-homelessness
Again, this information can be found by accessing the link above and therefore exemption 21 of the Act is being applied.

3) How many of those evicted, respective to each year, were issued a Section 21 notice?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The section under which the notice was served is not held in a reportable format.

This is with the exception of the data in ‘initial assessment’, available on HCLIC National Returns, on the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG) website.  However, this data is where a prevention duty is accepted on the basis of a valid section 21 notice.  You will notice that Nationally this is low as a proportion of total prevention duties accepted.  This is likely as a result of the fact that notices cannot often be validated at initial assessment, and this work is undertaken as part of casework subsequent to the first interview.  As such, a prevention duty is accepted but not specifically recorded as valid 21 as this has not been determined at that point.

To provide an accurate figure would require the manual trawl of all case notes and documents.   In 2018/19 the Council dealt with 744 cases, allowing 10 minutes to trawl each case file would require over 120 hours of officer time.    
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.


4) How many of those evicted, respective to each year, were issued a Section 8 notice?
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not recorded in a reportable format. The section under which the notice was served would be held within case recording requiring the manual trawl of all case notes and documents.   In 2018/19 the Council dealt with 744 cases, allowing 10 minutes to trawl each case file would require over 120 hours of officer time.    

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.


5) How many of those evicted, respective to each year, were deemed voluntarily homeless?
We have taken ‘voluntarily homeless’ to mean Intentionally Homeless, definition of which is provided in the Housing Act 1996, Part 7.

2016/2017 = 19

2017/2018 = 25

2018/2019 = 13


6) How many of those evicted, respective to each year, and deemed voluntarily homeless had been issued a Section 21 notice?
Of the cases in response to question 5:

2016/2017 = 17

2017/2018 = 24

2018/2019 = 12

7) How many of those evicted, respective to each year, and deemed voluntarily homeless had been issued a Section 8 notice?

Of the cases in response to question 5:

2016/2017 = 2

2017/2018 = 1

2018/2019 = 1

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

