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Application for a Determination in respect of Collective Worship
Name of School:
Headteacher: 
Acts of Collective Worship:Application for a Determination 
· Once this form has been completed it must be sent to Wendy Harrison, Consultant RE Adviser, at wendyanneh@aol.com. Contact Wendy if you require help or support with this.

· Once the form has been submitted you will be asked to attend a SACRE meeting to make a presentation based on your application. 

(For detailed information see paragraphs 68-81 of DFE Circular 1/94: Religious Education and Collective Worship)

1.  
Background Information on the School

a) 
School Name ...........................................................................................
b) 
Address ...................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………..

c)
Tel. No. ......................................  Email...................................................
d) 
Headteacher ............................................................................................
e) 
Chair of Governors ..................................................................................
f) 
Number of registered pupils on roll (excluding nursery) ………

g) 
Religious background of pupils in the school:  Use the most recent information from the pupil characteristics in SIMS
	Religion
	Approx.

number of pupils
	% of total on roll

	Baha’is
	
	

	Buddhist
	
	

	Christian

	
	

	Hindu
	
	

	Jain
	
	

	Jehovah Witnesses
	
	

	Jewish
	
	

	Mormons
	
	

	Muslims
	
	

	Secular
	
	

	Sikhs
	
	

	No faith tradition
	
	

	Other
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



 “Christian” includes: Anglicans (also known as Church of England), Baptist, Black Majority Churches, Catholics, Evangelicals, Methodists, Orthodox Churches, New Testament Churches, Pentecostal Churches, Salvation Army, Society of Friends (Quakers) and United Reformed Churches.

h) 
Are any pupils presently withdrawn from collective worship by parental 
request?  If so, state how many and reasons (if known).
………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………....

2.
What kind of determination is requested?

(i) Whole school determination application?  Yes/No


(ii)
Defined group? Yes/No   

(iii) 
If yes, Identity of group(s) ........................................................
3. Please give your school’s detailed reasons for requesting this determination
(Continue on a separate sheet if the space below is insufficient)

The following points should be considered when filling in this part of the application:
· If you serve a mainly non-Christian community how will you provide acts of worship which are relevant to and respectful of children’s faith traditions?
· Is there any evidence that any teachers and pupils may withdraw if the school continues to have wholly or mainly Christian worship, i.e. does not have a determination?
· Overall, how does the school make provision for pupils’ spiritual development?
· What effect would providing mainly Christian worship have on the cohesiveness of the school community?

4. Please outline how the school has consulted with the Governing Body and include:             
· the date(s) of the Governing Body meeting(s).
· a copy of the relevant section of the minutes – it would be helpful if the minutes show some of the opinions of the Governors and not merely action points.
· the signature of the Chair of Governors and headteacher (at the end of this form)
Please note that the Determination cannot be renewed without the above documentation – it must be provided before or at the SACRE meeting.

5. Please outline how the school has consulted with parents. SACRE strongly advises that a letter is sent out to all parents to give an opportunity for everyone to express their views. You should then include a summary  of these views. 
It is essential to seek the views of parents and a determination is likely to be turned down if this has not been done. Most schools send out information via pupil post either with a tear off slip or a request for comments. Some schools also hold a meeting for parents. The consultation may form part of an annual parental questionnaire. A copy of the document would be helpful.  Please provide as much detail as possible regarding:
· How exactly parents were consulted 

· How many responded and what percentage of those responding supported the Determination application

6. At present, do you provide a daily act of collective worship for all pupils?   YES/NO

Please indicate what provision you make at present and how this might change if you are granted a determination. You might include:
· The organisation of and arrangements for collective worship – when it takes place, different groupings, e.g. whole school, key stage, year group or class.

· The relationship between the act of worship and assembly.

· Themes used – it would be useful to provide SACRE with a yearly planner.

· How the school provides opportunities for reflection and for pupil participation.

· How the school makes use of visitors, particularly from faith communities.

· Parental involvement
Your presentation to SACRE might include a powerpoint presentation showing examples of collective worship. It is important to remember that SACRE are considering how the school makes provision for acts of collective worship. While reference may be made to Religious Education, it is not a consideration when making a decision about a Determination.

7. If Christian parents were to request the provision of broadly Christian worship for their children, how would the school accommodate this?

Suggestions of how this would be accommodated could include using clergy or teachers sympathetic to the Christian faith. How would the school reassure parents that this provision would find it met the needs of their children?
Date of application .............................................................................................
Signed: (Headteacher).......................................................................................

Signed: (Chair of Governors)………………………………………………………..
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