Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

I would like to make the following FOI requests to assist in research into local authorities and religious groups.
1. Within the past five calendar years, how many church groups or other religious groups have received grants or other funding from the council?

2. Within the past five calendar years, how many church groups or other religious groups have received grants or other funding, including contracted work, to provide a public service on behalf of the council?

3. Please provide a list of all church groups and other religious groups that have received any funding, including contracted work, to provide a public service on behalf of the council within the past five calendar years.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not recorded in a reportable format.  Staff would be required to trawl through all grant payments for the 5-year period requested. In the first instance to establish if a payment were to a church or religious group and secondly, what the payment was specifically for.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

Details of grants to voluntary, community and social enterprise organisations is available from 2014 onwards via the council’s website, please see the link below, as is all council expenditure over £500 from 2016 onwards.

https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/?refine.theme=Spending,+Grants&sort=modified
Please select the ‘grants’ tab and then the ‘table’ tab for each data set.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

