Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Animal welfare
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds some of the information requested.
Which of the below legislation do you actively enforce, and which department/team is responsible for it?
o Animals Act 1971 (as amended by The Control of Horses Act 2015)
o Equine identification (England) Regulations 2018
o Animal Welfare Act 2006
o Animal Health Act 1981 and 2002
o Animal Welfare (Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018, including 'hiring out horses'
o Welfare of Animals at Markets Order 1990
o Welfare of Animals (Transport) Order 2006

We do not pro-actively enforce any of the legislation identified above. Our response would generally be reactive and based upon risk and detriment. As we do not have a livestock market within the city we do not generally undertake ‘Transport’ enforcement except on occasions when this is encountered in connection with hobby farming or pet animals.

Complaints and intelligence in other areas may initiate further investigation particularly in relation to illegal imports and farmed animals for the food chain.

Do you have a dedicated resource for animal welfare and/or animal health legislation and, if you do, how many people does this include?

We do not have a dedicated resource.  We have a lead officer with longstanding background in Animal Health who spends @ 0.02 full time equivalent (FTE) on Animal Health matters.   The time spent on animal health however will increase in response to any incidents that are addressed, and this may involve further officers/management.
How many times were the pieces of legislation listed above enforced for equines, if not possible could this be given for all animals, (if possible, could this answer be given separately for each piece of legislation) in:
o 2017
o 2018
o 2019 to-date

The only incident of this type occurred earlier this year (April 2019) in relation the remains of a partially burnt foal dumped on council parkland and presumed to be from travellers who have been known to use the area previously.  The disposal was managed by our Estates & Building Services team who disposed of the remains via a fallen stock contractor as Category 1 ABP.  The cost was included in the contract and cannot be identified as a single figure, therefore this is information not held under the FOI Act.
If known, could you state the cost associated with enforcing this legislation for equines (or for all animals if not known). This could be either in total or, if possible, separately for each piece of legislation for the below dates. If this is not feasible would you be able to give an approximate total figure or state as an approximate percentage of your total budget?
o 2017
o 2018
o 2019 to-date

Other enforcement during 2017 included 4 failures to report received animals under Traces Importation rules.  A reported landing of a puppy, cleared through customs as a Pet Passport and later suspected of being too young and being sold by an unknown individual was also investigated in 2017.  Finally an illegal landing of a dog which followed on to being impounded by the Police who later determined it to be a banned breed. The consequence was that the cost of quarantine was not recovered before the dog was passed to the Police.   

These activities were carried out as part of normal work commitments and therefore we are not able to identify the specific cost of these activities. This is information not held under the FOI Act.

In the event of a disease outbreak, what resources do you have to trace animals and control the spread of the disease? Are these resources equally available for all livestock and equine species?

Disease Outbreak Resources: - We have microchip scanner that should work on all species.
What training do those who are enforcing this legislation receive, including anything specific for equines?

Most recent training 26th November 2014 - Animal Health and Welfare Seminar, Food and Farming Compliance Ltd, Straying Animals and Fly Grazing.

How many years' experience, on average, do those who are enforcing the legislation listed above have with equine specific legislation or working with equines?

No equine specific experience.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


