Freedom of Information Act 2000 
– severe mental impairment (SMI), Council Tax discount 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Please can you tell me the number of households within your council who as at or around 1st January 2020:-
1. Are receiving Council Tax Discount SMI Disregard.

Answer:

There are 674 council tax accounts receiving the SMI disregard where all except one resident meets the criteria for the SMI disregard.   In addition, there are also 711 council tax accounts receiving an exemption by the fact all resident(s) of the property meet the qualifying criteria.

And of them:-

2. How many have been backdated to the date the GP certified they were suffering from Severe Mental Impairment (SMI).

Reasonable steps are taken to ascertain the effective date of the eligibility for any discount/disregard/exemption/reduction and once this has been established, this will be backdated to that date where applicable.
In order to provide you with the number of cases where this has applied, we would require each account with the SMI disregard or exemption to be manually checked to identify whether the disregard or exemption has been backdated or not.

There are a total of 1,385 such accounts and to get the details required it would take between 5 to 10 minutes to go through each one.  Say at 5 minutes per case, it would take 115 hours.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


