Freedom of Information Act 2000 
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked for:
 

As you may be aware, from 1 April 2016 the Self-build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 (as amended by the Housing and Planning Act 2016) places a number of obligations on all relevant authorities. These include:

1. To keep a register of individuals and associations of individuals who wish to acquire serviced plots of land to build their own homes in the authority’s area and to have regard to those registers in carrying out their planning, housing, land disposal and regeneration functions.
2. To publicise its register.
3. To give suitable development permission in respect of enough serviced plots to meet the demand.

The obligation to give suitable development permissions is determined by reference to individual base periods, the most recent of which ran from 31 October 2018 to 30 October 2019 inclusive. Authorities have been provided with New Burden money to support this work. 30 October 2019 is also the date whereby planning authorities must have granted suitable development permissions to match the demand on the registers from the first base period (1 April 2016 to 30 October 2016).
Answer: Please note that some respondents identified themselves as being individuals and groups. Where this is the case they have been counted as groups and not individuals. That said, however, for all responses identifying as groups only one person is named and hence the number of groups and the number of individuals within groups is the same.


1. How many entries have been added to your register between 31 October 2018 and 30 October 2019

Individuals 19

Groups 14

Total individuals within Groups 14
Total 33

Of which N/A
Part 1*
Part 2*
* The split into Part 1 and Part 2 is only relevant where a local connection test is in place (see below)

2. How many entries are on your register in total as at 30 October 2019?

Individuals 75

Groups 52

Total individuals within Groups 52
Total 127

Of which N/A
Part 1*
Part 2*
* The split into Part 1 and Part 2 is only relevant where a local connection test is in place (see below)

3. 30 October 2019 is the date by which you must have ensured that you have permissioned sufficient development plots to match the numbers on your self-build register for the first base period (1 April 2016 to 30 October 2016). Have you met your statutory obligations? Yes

In respect of your obligations provide details of:
a. The number of relevant permissions granted**. 54

b. The summary of the analysis that you produced and the policy you adopted in order to determine the suitable permissions. 
All permissions for 1 dwelling house. All are infill/windfall plots within the existing urban area and so capable of being provided with (if not already) access to a public highway and connections for electricity, water and wastewater before the relevant permission expires. In all cases a s.73 application would be required to vary approved designs – but this is not considered to be an insurmountable impediment to custom and self-build developers.

c. The number of relevant entries on your register for this base period. 25

d. The summary of the analysis that you produced and the policy approach that you have used to determine the relevant entries on your register. All entrants included.

e. The number of relevant entries on your register as at 30 October 2016. 25

f. An explanation for any difference between (c) and (e). N/A
Please note

* That we plan to make a further FOI request in early 2020, if we identify that either: (1) you have not maintained records to demonstrate on 30 October 2019 that you have been able meet your statutory obligations, or (2) you have maintained records but have not met your statutory obligations. We will seek details of action plans developed at the point of our next request to address any underperformance.

** We believe that the numbers of permissions granted needs to be collated from individual planning permissions, and therefore a list of relevant permissions should be available to support the response to 3(a). Please therefore provide this list and ensure that such a list is maintained going forwards. Please see spreadsheet attached.

4. Are you one of the minority to have introduced a local connection test? No

a. If so, from what date did this apply? [date]
b. If so, please supply the supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out the rationale for introducing the test. [free text]
c. If so, please provide supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out any reviews undertaken post introduction to assess and review the impact of the test. [free text] 

N/A

5. Are you one of the minority to have introduced a financial viability test? No

a. If so, from what date did this apply? [date]
b. If so, please supply the supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out the rationale for introducing the test. [free text]
c. If so, please provide supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out any reviews undertaken post introduction to assess and review the impact of the test. [free text]
N/A

6. Are you one of the minority to have implemented a charge for entry onto the register? No

a. If so, what is the current charge (amount, frequency)? [free text]
b. If so, from what date was a charge first applied? [date]
c. If so, please supply the supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out the rationale for introducing the charge, and the basis for the current charge. [free text]
d. If so, please provide supporting documentation (or a link to the documentation) setting out any reviews undertaken post introduction to assess and review the charges. [free text]
e. If you are one of the very few Councils to impose VAT on the charge; please details supporting the imposition of this charge. [free text]
N/A

7. Did you charge a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) at any time during the year to 30 October 2019? No

a. If so when was CIL introduced? [date]
b. If relevant, how many Self Build Exemptions did you issue in relation to individual plots during each of the following periods (note: some self build may also be exempt as affordable housing):
Period Self Build Exemptions
1 April to 30 October 2016
31 October to 30 October 2017
31 October 2017 to 30 October 2018
31 October 2018 to 30 October 2019
N/A
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

