Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA)

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR)

– energy efficiency centres
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the following information requested.
You asked:
The Municipality of the City of Sofia joined the Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy in 2011. With reference to the ongoing implementation of the policy on climate change mitigation and the achievement of the targets of energy planning and reporting, the Municipality of Sofia City is investigating opportunities to adopt energy management and effectively operating energy monitoring system in the Municipality.
With Agreement № СОА20-ДГ55-29 of 16.01.2020, the Municipality mandated law firm ‘Eurolex Bulgaria’ OOD, Sofia City Municipality, company ID 121459552, represented by Andrey Delchev, to explore the alternatives for creation of a municipal energy center, whereas the tasks would include:
1.      Study of appropriate approaches and good practices for creating/operating EU energy centers;
2.      Draft of research papers, financial and economic reviews and recommendations for the establishment of a municipal energy center of Sofia City;
3.      Completion of a proposal for the establishment of a municipal energy center of Sofia City.
 
In this respect, we kindly ask you to support our research of relevant practices across EU member states on development of energy centers. In this regard we would appreciate if you could provide to us the following information and documents:
 
1.      Is there an integrated energy efficiency center in the municipality, which ensures one or more of the following functions: (1) energy management of buildings; (2) support to the citizens in the implementation of energy efficiency measures - technical/financial support; and (3) widespread public awareness campaigns for energy and energy efficiency issues?

Answer:

Leicester City Council provides energy management services for its own operational buildings, which include half hourly monitoring of gas, electricity, water and heat consumption. 
Additionally, we offer some limited support to low-income households in the city through delivery of externally funded energy efficiency projects.  
These services sit within the Estates & Building Services Division of the City Council. 
The additional questions 2 – 9 below are not applicable, as Leicester does not have an integrated energy centre operating in the city. This letter therefore acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA because, in accordance with Section 1(1) of the Act and Regulation 12(4)(a) of the EIR, this information is not held by the Council at the time of request.

2.      What is the status of the energy center? What is the type of its ownership? Who is its owner? Could you submit the statute of incorporation of the energy center?
3.      What is the structure of the energy center? Who are its governing bodies, how are they elected and what is their term of mandate?

4.      How has the municipality delegated power to the energy center to carry out any function under item 1? Is there a contract executed between the energy center and the municipality and if yes, could you furnish us with a copy of the instrument, or provide the main powers and obligations of the parties to it?

5.      Employee numbers and staff details, organizational chart of the center.

6.      Annual operating budget of the energy center distributed as operating income and expenditure of the center.

7.      Sources of finance for the energy center including use of financial and other funding mechanisms of the EU, EBRD and other institutions, promoting capacity in the field of energy efficiency and climate.

8.      Experience of the energy center with Energy Savings Certificates (ESCs) trading.

9.      Measures and programs implemented by the energy center with the purpose to raise the awareness of the public on energy and climate related issues.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


