Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered.  The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

Penalty notices are fines of £60/£120 imposed on parents. Penalty notices can be used where the pupil's absence has not been authorised by the school. They can only be issued by a head teacher or someone authorised by them (a deputy or assistant head), a local authority officer or the police. The notices should include details of the circumstances which triggered the notice. All schools and the police must send copies of penalties issued to the local authority.

Local authorities must draw up a code of conduct for when fixed penalty notices can be issued . The code should set out the criteria that will trigger the use of a penalty notice . Local authorities must also keep a record of penalty notices which includes whether the recipient was prosecuted for the offence for which the notice was issued .

If a child of compulsory school age fails to attend regularly at a school at which they are registered, the parents may be guilty of an offence and can be prosecuted by the local authority. There are two separate offences: Section 444(1) Education Act 1996: where a parent fails to secure the child's regular attendance; and section 444(1A) Education Act 1996 where a parent knows that the child is failing to attend school regularly, and fails to ensure the child does so.

Please provide me with the following information by electronic copy:

1. A copy of your code of practice for issuing fixed penalty notices 
For your information this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, the Council Website, and is already in the public domain.  

The information is available via the following link: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/183433/penalty-notice-for-unauthorised-absence-code-of-conduct.pdf

2. How many fixed penalty notices were issued in your area in 2017, 2018 and 2019
This information is held by academic year only.

	Summary of previous years
	2016/17
	2017/18
	2018/19

	PNs - HOLIDAY (by pupil)
	58
	2729
	3000

	PNs - HOLIDAY (by parent)
	2694
	5341
	5207

	PNs - Ongoing U/A (by pupil)
	14
	134
	91

	PNs - Ongoing U/A (by parent) 
	147
	169
	120

	Total PNs (by parent)
	2841
	5510
	5327


3. The most common criteria for triggering a fixed penalty notice
Please see the table above.

4. The total number of prosecutions in the above years under sections 444(1) and 444(1A) of the Education Act 1996

	Summary of previous years
	2016/17
	2017/18
	2018/19

	S444(1) Prosecution (by pupil)
	1
	323
	427

	S444(1) Prosecution (by par)
	350
	424
	600

	S444(1A) Prosecution (by pup)
	0
	12
	26

	S444(1A) Pros (by parent)
	35
	14
	34

	Total Pros (by parent)
	405
	464
	666


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

