Freedom of Information Act 2000 – child sickness absence
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
I am contacting a random sample of councils from across England to ask
a) what guidance they currently have about child sickness absence and 
Answer:

(extracts from our policy and practice guide)
· If the concern related to the authenticity of absence is attributed to illness, then the school/EWS may seek medical confirmation of the illness from the parent. Where concerns continue, the EWS have a protocol with the School Nurses and a referral may be made with the parent’s consent. In certain cases and again with a parent’s consent, the EWO may write to the GP asking for a brief response about whether or not the medical issues justify the level and frequency of absences a child has had.
· Where necessary, where medical evidence is available, arrangements would be made for the child to be referred to the Children’s Hospital School (CHS) for medical outreach provision or provision within the CHS. Education must be provided by the 15th day of absence from school due to a genuine continuing medical condition for which there is medical evidence. (In these cases, the evidence would usually be provided by CAMHS or a Consultant.) No parent should ever be in a position of paying for medical evidence in relation to their child’s absence from school; schools will usually accept appointment cards and/or prescriptions where they require evidence and DfE advice confirms that this is appropriate.
· Absence should be treated as authorised if:

· The pupil is unable to attend due to: sickness
· (f) Pupils who are Medically Unfit to Attend School
· Where a school is informed that a pupil is medically unfit to attend school and the absence will most likely exceed 15 school days, the matter should be referred to the EWS, who will then seek to obtain medical confirmation that the young person is medically unfit to attend school, where this is not already available. Once medical confirmation is obtained, a referral is made to the Children’s Hospital School (CHS) via the Ill Children’s Education Panel in order that tuition can be made available to the pupil. (Where a hospital has already obtained parental consent and engaged the CHS, a referral to the EWO will not usually be necessary.) The education provision will take place at either the CHS facilities or at the child’s home as appropriate. The CHS will liaise directly with the school in order that appropriate provision can be made.
· The school should keep the pupil on their roll throughout the period they are accessing education through the CHS, coding them as accessing education through a dual registration arrangement (dual registration (main) enrolment status and code ‘D’ in the attendance register) while they are scheduled to attend the provision (irrespective of whether they attend or not). Absences from the CHS should also be coded in the CHS register. Effective communication needs to be maintained with the CHS to enable effective planning for the pupil’s education and their return to school when appropriate.
· Where the absence is not expected to exceed 15 school days, other than for very short-term absences, schools are normally expected to provide work to be undertaken at home,
· (j) Medical / Dental Appointments
· Where a pupil has a medical / dental appointment which results in them missing registration, their absence should be coded as ‘M’ (authorised absence). Clearly, this will adversely impact on attendance figures and therefore appointments should, where possible, be arranged outside of school hours, or where that is not possible, towards the end of a morning or afternoon session.
· (Note: Medical appointments should not ordinarily result in the whole day or even the whole session being missed) subject to the child being well enough to cope with study.
· 2 attachments

b) what communication, if any, they provide to parents or schools about when it is or isn’t appropriate to keep child off from school.

We provide the latest available NHS guidance to schools – example attached
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
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