Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act) / Environmental information Regulations 2004 (EIRs) – Information and FAQs about 5G
As well as unique individual requests, the Council has received several similar or identical requests about 5G / insurance policies from individuals who appear to be part of a campaign. Many requesters are clearly using a template letter. 
The Council has uploaded some of its previous responses regarding this matter to its FOI disclosure log and this means that the Council does not have to respond to new requests if the information is already available elsewhere. 

This is because the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 21 of the FOI Act, and the exception contained at Regulation 6(1) (b) of the Regulations apply and directing the requester to the information acts as a refusal notice under s17 of the FOI Act and Regulation 14 of the EIR. 
Where can I find information on insurance policies?

Some policy schedules are exempt or excepted from release under section 43 (Commercial Interests) of the FOI Act and Regulation 12(5)(c) (Intellectual Property Rights) of the EIR. 
The information which has been released is available on the Council’s FOI disclosure log. Responses relating to insurance policies / 5G can be found here: https://directory.leicester.gov.uk/foi-directory/?q=5G&rd=&ds=&rs=
Where can I find information on planning permission for masts?

Much of the deployment of 5G infrastructure is treated as permitted development under the National Planning Policy Framework and this means that local authorities (such as the Council) have little discretion in this matter.

Any applications for planning permission or prior approval notifications and associated representations for telecommunications masts in Leicester City Council’s area can be found here: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-applications/search-planning-applications/  
To find relevant entries, go to advanced search and put in keys words mast, telecommunications etc.
Where can I find information on health impact assessments?

There has been no specific 5G public consultation or health impact report undertaken by Leicester City Council and therefore this is information not held. 
The Council’s statutory Statement of Community Involvement for planning matters is available here: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/186291/statement-of-community-involvement-2019.pdf 
More information on 5G related health issues can be found on the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) website here and UK Full Fact checking site here.
How do I know if 5G is in my area?
Maintaining such lists is the responsibility of the telecommunications companies involved and the Council does not hold this information. 
You can check online to see if 5G supported by the following providers is in your area:

O2 here.
EE here.
Three here.

Vodaphone here.
Where can I find out about electromagnetic field (EMF) levels?

The Council does not hold this information. OFCOM has also removed a published list of 5G sites where it has tested electromagnetic field (EMF) levels from its website amid industry concerns it could aid the wave of anti-5G attacks on phone masts. 
It is worth noting that several masts have been vandalised and set on fire. These fires cost money, put lives at risk, and damage vital network infrastructure that keeps people connected which is particularly dangerous during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Public Health England (PHE) Centre for Radiation, Chemical and Environmental Hazards (CRCE) is the UK's primary authority on health matters associated radiofrequency electromagnetic fields (EMFs), or radio waves, transmitted by 5G mobile communication technologies. Central to PHE advice is that exposures to radio waves should comply with the guidelines set out by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP). 
More information on EMF levels can be found at https://www.icnirp.org. The industry Code of best practice on mobile network development in England requires mobile network operators to certify that their equipment and operations are compliant with ICNIRP guidance. Consequently, studies continue to show that the exposure of the general public to radio waves is well within the international health-related guideline levels that are used in the UK. 
OFCOM results of testing in the UK can be found here. 
The UK Government’s information on 5G can be found here.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
Please note that repeated requests relating to this matter, or requests/appeals which abuse or threaten council staff, will be considered under section 14 of the FOI Act (Vexatious) due to the increasing burden on the Council in answering these repeated requests and the sometimes hostile nature of correspondence from requesters towards staff.

If you believe that you have a request for information that has not been answered above please email your request to info.requests@leicester.gov.uk.


