Freedom of Information Act 2000 – breastfeeding support service  
Your request for information has now been considered. Please accept my apologies for the delay in responding which was caused by the Council prioritising critical services due to COVID19. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
1. Did the council commission a breastfeeding support service (including peer support) in the years 2014-2019? If so, please supply details, including budget (per year) and number of service users accessing the service for each of the years 2014-2019. Please attach a copy of the most recent service specification.
Answer:
Leicester City Council commissioned breastfeeding peer support as part of the 0-19 Healthy Child Programme (0-19HCP).  Leicestershire Partnership NHS Trust (LPT) are commissioned to deliver 0-19HCP and they sub-contact Leicester Mamma’s to deliver Breastfeed Peer Support.  

LPT hold the information about how much Leicester Mamma’s are paid for this work. 

The following information is collected as a Key Performance Indicator: Number of identified vulnerable mothers attending support sessions: 19/20 (total to date) 536

The information below is taken from the service specification (the full specification is attached):

Breastfeeding Peer Support 

The Provider will deliver an accessible face-to-face breastfeeding peer support service in areas of deprivation and / or with low breastfeeding rates and to vulnerable mothers wishing to breastfeed in Leicester using volunteer peer supporters. The Provider will offer support to new mothers in the city, in order to achieve a sustained upward trend in the initiation and prevalence of breastfeeding at 6-8 weeks and onwards. This will form an important part of the infant feeding pathway. 

In addition to the Community Peer Health Champions (Community Offer), the Breastfeeding Peer Supporters will: 

· Have a process in place that enables contact with new mothers within 48 hours of their transfer home; this will involve liaising with midwives at UHL. 

· Offer on-going support according to the mother’s needs including hospital based support, one-to-one sessions including visiting the new mother in their own home, by telephone, text and through community based groups; support will be offered by both HCP staff and peer supporters. 

· Provide on-going support to the local co-delivered antenatal and postnatal parenting programme (currently Bumps to Babies) and breastfeeding support groups that attract the target audience. 

· Develop relationships and pathways to enable effective and efficient referral by partners and stakeholders. 

· Advertise the service so that mothers and pregnant women living in Leicester are able to self-refer. 

· Sit within the existing infant feeding pathway and interface with other interventions aimed to improve breastfeeding uptake. 

· Ensure that evidence based oral health promotion messages are cascaded. 

· Make a particular effort to recruit, train and retain some teenage mothers as peer supporters, this will involve linking with the Universal Partnership Plus service for vulnerable pregnant women. 

 

2. If breastfeeding support was not directly commissioned, did the council provide funding for breastfeeding support in the years 2014-2019. If so who provided the service (e.g. health visiting /midwifery) and please supply details, including budget (per year) and number of service users accessing the service for each of the years 2014-2019.

In addition to Breastfeeding Peer Support, breastfeeding support is provided by Public Health Nurses (health Visitors) and the Infant Feeding team, please see attached service specification for more information. 
3. 
If the council did not commission a breastfeeding support service, did it fund breastfeeding support from lay breastfeeding supporters (non-health professionals), for example from professional breastfeeding counsellors, in the years 2014-2019? Please supply details, including budget (per year) and number of service users accessing the service for each of the years 2014-2019.
Not applicable
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 
Information Governance & Risk Team

Leicester City Council

Legal Services

4th Floor, City Hall 
115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


