Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act) – Council Tax Liability Orders
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
Q1. Does Leicester City Council exercise discretion before proceeding under regulation 34(2) of the Council Tax (Administration and Enforcement) Regulations 1992 to request a summons from a justice of the peace (it may be an automated process)?

Yes – the regulations state the billing authority “MAY” (which is giving permissive power to apply to the Magistrates for the issuing of a summons for non-payment). The Council follows the legislation and issues summonses to non-payers that meet the criteria set out in the Regulations.  Where the council tax remains outstanding following the issue of reminder (or final notice where required), a summons will be issued in order to secure payment or make a payment arrangement and obtain a liability order from the magistrates’ court.


Q2. If yes to (1) what factors are taken into consideration?
Factors considered are:

That the bill was issued in accordance with the Regulations.

That the amount payable is overdue.

That a statutory reminder(s) and where required a final notice has been issued in accordance with the Regulations.

Minimum debt outstanding of £55.50.  (Summon costs are £55.50).  We will write to customers who owe less than this balance initially to request payment.  However approximately twice a year we will issue a summons for debts that are between £25.00 to £55.49 to either secure payment, make a payment arrangement or to obtain a liability order to follow up with an application for deductions from DWP benefits or earnings.

Accounts with an outstanding correspondence are excluded.

Accounts with an outstanding council tax support assessment or reassessment are excluded.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


