Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI Act) / Environmental Information Regulations 2004 – Carbon Offset
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.
You asked:
This is a request for information under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. I would like to receive the following information: 

1. Documents that outline the council’s carbon strategy, including any strategy for using carbon offsets to meet carbon targets. 
Leicester City Council declared a climate emergency in February 2019 and conducted a public consultation on a proposed vision and potential actions between November 2019 and February 2020. We are currently preparing a Climate Strategy and action plan for publication in July 2020 (expected date). Information about the consultation process and the results of the consultation are available at https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/environment-and-sustainability/climate-emergency/. 
The information you have requested will soon be available in the public domain. Under section 22 of the FOI Act  / EIR Regulation 12 (4) (d) – to be published in future / unfinished documents - we do not have to give you the information at this time if it is to be published in the future. You will be able to find it at www.leicester.gov.uk as soon as all of the documents have been finalised. 
The requested information falls into the terms of a qualified exemption/ exception and the Council has therefore considered the public interest in showing how decisions are made. It is also in the public interest that the documents are completed versions and not drafts. Having considered the public interest, the Council’s decision is therefore to withhold the information at this time.

2. Details of all projects that carbon offset payments have been made towards by the council since 2015, including who is running those projects, what is being done with the money in the projects, the value of payments made by the council, and over what period money is to be paid.

There are no current projects.

3. Details of any offset fund that has been established by the local planning authority to meet carbon targets for building developments. Including: what the offsetting projects in the fund are and who is running them; how you determine offset carbon savings in projects match the carbon emitted in the development; and how it is determined whether offsetting projects are additional to projects that might already exist.

There is no current offset fund.

4. A list of the major developments in the area under the council’s jurisdiction since 2015 that have involved the purchase of carbon offsets in order to meet the council’s climate targets, whether from offset funds or individual offsetting projects. Please include developments still in the planning stages where the purchase is only anticipated.
There are currently no major developments that have involved the purchase of carbon offsets.


5. Details of the environmental strategy for the developments covered by part 4, including whether money is being paid to a council offsetting fund or to individual offsetting projects, how much is being paid and how that price has been determined, and what the projects are/who runs them if they are separate to a council offsetting fund. 

 

N/A.
We would be very interested in the findings of your research as inevitably there will be a need for offsetting to address the remaining carbon reduction required that cannot be delivered locally through projects. The contact details for our sustainability team are on the website link, thank you.  

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 


