FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 (FOI Act) 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. Please could you a) provide a statement of the overarching approach that you have taken to utilising the legislative flexibilities provided by the The Adoption and Children (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 and b) confirm who signed this off within both the local authority and any providers that you commission to run children’s social care services?

a) Our approach has been to continue with previous practice, and only use the flexibilities if absolutely necessary. 

b) Any decisions on legislative flexibilities are overseen by the Service Manager subject to approval by the Strategic Director.

2. With reference to the need to record any use of the legislative flexibilities provided by the The Adoption and Children (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 as well as the ‘reasons for doing so’ and ‘local circumstances that have given arise to the need to use the flexibilities’ – as set out in the Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance for children's social care services as per 6 May 2020 – please confirm how many of each specific flexibility has been utilised in total and in each month since the regulations came into force, and summarise the reasons and local circumstances which made the use of each type of flexibility necessary? 
 
In your answer, please include both the specific regulation that has been utilised and a description of the flexibility (it may be helpful to make reference to the Children’s Commissioner for England’s summary of each of the regulations), and, as far as possible, present the information as per the following table:
 

	Regulation
	Description of flexibility
	Total number of uses
	Number of uses in May
	Number of uses in June
	Summary of reasons and local circumstances

	Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulation 28
	‘visits’ to children in care can be done by phone or video call. It states that  ‘Where (a social worker) is unable to visit (a child) within the timescales set out in this regulation the responsible authority must ensure that R visits C as soon as is reasonably practicable thereafter.’ This is a relaxation of the requirement to visit to those timescales.
	0
	0
	0
	we have been completing visits by phone or video call within the required timescales

	Fostering Services (England) Regulation paragraph 2 of Schedule 3
	This removes the requirement for a medical report at the initial stages of foster care approval
	8
	2 self-declaration medicals in May


	6 self-declaration medicals in June 


	G.P. surgeries have been unable to offer physical medicals during the C-19 pandemic. Therefore self-declaration medicals (forms by BAAF) are being completed by applicants. 

	The Children’s Homes Regulation 22
	Allows for contact with family to take place remotely
	11 individual young people. Same for each month.
	11
	11
	Underlying health needs of young people and/or their families. Local lock down conditions.

	Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Fees and Frequency of Inspections) (Children’s Homes etc) Regulation
	This stops the requirement for children’s homes to be inspected twice a year
	0
	0
	0
	This is not applicable to Leicester City Homes. All homes are rated as good or outstanding, so they are only subject to annual inspections.

	Adoption Agencies Regulation 4
	This reduced the number of people required on an adoption panel, if it does go ahead
	2 Panels
	1 Panel
	1 Panel

(2nd panel had quorate numbers as per previous regs)
	We had 4 members for the May and first June panel.  This was 

due to availability of Panel members and a decision in the LA that if needed we would convene a Panel with the new temporary quoracy. 

	Adoption Agencies Regulations 27
	This means that a potential adopter can go through the first stage of pre-assessment without medical or DBS checks, although these would still be needed before final approval
	3 adopters without full medicals.

2 of these adopters without completed DBS but self-declarations of no offences obtained.
	0
	3 adopters without full medicals.

2 of these adopters without completed DBS but self-declarations of no offences obtained.
	Due to GP’s not completing full adoption medicals; adopters complete the self-assessment forms which are sent to the LA medical Advisor.  Adopters progressed to Stage 2 to avoid delay.

DBS completed for two of these adopters.

Decision under new temp regs to progress the other two to avoid delay – DBS sent, but not yet returned.


 
3. What information relating to your use of the legislative flexibilities provided by the The Adoption and Children (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 has been a) requested by or b) provided to Ofsted, and what, if any, further action are you aware of Ofsted taking in response?

a) We have had to report back formally to the DfE twice and informally more often.

b) No further action undertaken by Ofsted other than ongoing reporting and monitoring.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk

Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
