FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 

Thank you for your email of the 15th July 2020 requesting spend over £500 data.

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Thank you for publishing your spend data here: 

https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/?refine.theme=Spending,+Grants&sort=modified . However, I notice that you haven't published any spending data since March 2020.

We understand that due to the COVID-19 pandemic it may not have been a priority to publish your spending data. However, we strongly believe that the spending data is critical to understanding how Government functions and this data is vital for our work. We would be extremely grateful if you could update this information as soon as reasonably possible.

We’ve decided to continue to use the FOI process to request data as this gives us both a formal structure for making and responding to requests. So, I'd like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act for all transactions over £500 from April 2020 to at most a quarter in arrears from the date at which you publish in response to this request.

Please provide the data in a machine readable format (preferably csv). As a minimum, please make sure to include the date, value and recipient of each transaction. Please also provide details on the procurement category of each transaction if you have it.

Your team may also be interested in the guidance on producing spending data:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-government-transparency-code-2015.
Please find the link below which includes spending over £500 data for March, April and May 2020.

https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/dataset/expenditure-exceeding-ps500-2020/information/?refine.payment_date=2020 
All future data is to be published on the above link, with the June data estimated to be online by the end of July; therefore, this information is exempt as it is intended for future publication in line with S22 of the Act.  This letter acts as S17 refusal notice in respect of this part of your request.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk

Leicester City Council

City Hall, 115 Charles Street

Leicester LE1 1FZ

info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
