Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

1) From 1 January 2017 to the day of your response to this request, please provide information on the number of trips to China taken by council officials (both elected and unelected) in the course of conducting council business.

For each trip, please provide the following information:

- The date and duration of the overseas trip, as well as the Chinese city that was visited.
· 13/10/19 to 18/10/19 to Sichuan, and also a meeting in Chongqing.


- The full name, title and position of the council officials who went on the overseas trip as well as the number of people who travelled.
· Mark Oakley

· Director of Inward Investment and Place Marketing

· As 1 of 3 people who travelled, alongside one delegate from East Midlands Airport and one delegate from East Midlands Chamber of Commerce.


- The reason or reasons why the council officials went on the trip and an explanation as to how the trip benefited the council.
· Developing relationships to support delivery of the Leicestershire China Strategy

· Exploring collaboration with Sichuan and Chongqing to promote business investment in Leicester and Leicestershire, particularly the opportunities presented by East Midlands Airport.

- A list of places the officials visited and the people they met (please provide as much detail as possible)
· Delegates at the Sichuan International Friendship Cities Event 2019

· Mr Daniel Rothberg, HM Deputy Consul General, Chongqing

· Aimee Liu, Senior Trade & Investment Officer, Aviation and Rail, Department for International Trade

· Mrs Huang Li, President, CCPIT Sichuan Council

· Mr WU Deyun, General Manager of Commercial Committee, Sichuan Airlines

· Mr HUANG Wei, Supervisory Board Chairman of Chongqing Airport Group

· Mr LI Wei, Party Secretary & Chairman of Board, Sichuan Province Airport Group


- The cost of the trip (please provide a breakdown of costs including travel costs, accommodation costs, expenses and any other costs).
· Travel costs – £744.90

· Accommodation - £0

· Expenses - £210 (including train from Sichuan to Chongqing)

· Visa - £227.50

· TOTAL - £1,182.40


- Please state whether the council met the costs of the trip, or whether an individual, group, company, consortium, charity or another organisation met the costs, including Chinese companies or government bodies.
· Leicestershire County Council paid the travel costs, visa and expenses, totalling £1,182.40.

· The Foreign Affair Office of Sichuan paid for accommodation.


- Please provide the full name of the individual, group, company, charity or organisation that met the costs. If it is a group or consortium, please state who or what composes the group or consortium.
· Leicestershire County Council paid the travel costs and expenses.  Accommodation costs were met by the Foreign Affairs Office of Sichuan.

· Lunch was provided by Sigma Engineering as part of factory tour.

- Details of any gifts received by the officials, their value and which organisation, individual gave them gift.
· None.


- Details of any financial benefits received by the council as a result of the trip - eg free office space in China.
· None.


- A copy of the itinerary for each trip.
· Attached.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

