Freedom of Information Act 2000
Your request for information has now been considered. The Council holds the information requested.

You asked:

Please provide data on the number of properties (HMOs only) and beds exempt from council tax due to the occupation of students for each of the following years. If you are unable to provide the data for student properties only, then please provide the total number of properties exempt from council tax. 

2015: eg 1,250 properties / 3,000 beds
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020

We are unable to provide the number of HMO properties which are also exempt from council tax due to the occupation of students due to systems limitations.

In order to provide you with the number of properties receiving an exemption and which are also HMO’s we would require each account with the exemption to be checked for the supply of individual tenancy agreements for each year, or a record of whether any adaptations have been made to each property in order for this to be assessed as a HMO under council tax regulations.

There are on average 9,000 accounts per financial year to check.  Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

We are also unable to provide the number of bed spaces as there is no requirement to hold this data for the purpose of assessing council tax liability under the Local Government Finance Act 1992.  Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
However please find below the number of properties exempt from council tax due to the fact that they are occupied solely by fulltime students.  This data includes halls of residence which are predominantly occupied by full time students and are also exempt.

	As at September of each year
	Number of exempt student properties

	2015
	7,305

	2016
	7,591

	2017
	8,921

	2018
	9,944

	2019
	10,222

	As at 13/08/2020
	10,075


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request please write to: 

Information Governance and Risk
Leicester City Council

Legal Services
4th Floor City Hall

115 Charles Street

Leicester  
LE1 1FZ
e-mail: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk 

