FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
In the last 2 years......

How much plastic have you recycled?
4511 tonnes, as follows:

2018/19 = 2254 tonnes

2019/20 = 2257 tonnes

How much plastic have you exported abroad? 
842 tonnes, as follows:

2018/19 = 842 tonnes

2019/20 = 0 tonnes


Where has the plastic been exported to?
The Council’s waste contractor, Biffa, sorts recyclable material collected from the kerbside at the Biffa Edmonton Materials Recycling Facility (MRF). Once sorted by polymer type, materials are sold to brokers or direct to reprocessors. Some polymer types were exported to the following destinations:

· January 2019 – Slovakia

· October 2018 – Netherlands

· August 2018 – Philippines, Turkey

· July 2018 – Philippines, Taiwan

· June 2018 – Philippines, Vietnam, Spain

· April, May 2018 – Vietnam

No plastics exports have been reported to us by Biffa since January 2019.


Why was the plastic exported? 
Certain polymer types were recycled in the UK, such as HDPE and PET. As with other recyclables, plastic for recycling is a commodity subject to market forces and the market is demand led.


How much plastic has been sent to landfill? 
Waste sent to landfill contains other materials, as well as some plastic. Therefore, it is not possible to provide separate data specifically on plastic sent to landfill.  Regulation 12(4)(a) of the Environmental Information Regulations is engaged, we do not hold this information.


How much plastic a year Leicester deals with in weight? 
The plastic waste that can be quantified as having been dealt with by Leicester City Council is that recycled as per question 1, 2254 tonnes in 2018/19 and 2257 tonnes in 2019/20. The Council also deals with plastic wastes where these are mixed with other materials, such as within our residual waste stream, however, it is not possible to provide separate data specifically on the weight of this plastic. Again, Regulation 12(4)(a) of the Environmental Information Regulations is engaged, we do not hold this information.

What is Leicester doing to improve plastic recycling and recycling as a whole? 
Leicester City Council is committed to providing high quality waste and recycling services for its residents. The Council carries out a variety of promotional and educational activities to engage residents in using the recycling services to their full potential – this includes, but is not limited to, conducting community talks and school sessions, social media engagement and promotional campaigns. As an example, the Council carries out an annual university student campaign, covering the end of the academic year to promote responsible waste disposal and maximise reuse of items no longer required.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
