FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
– Protection from Eviction 

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. For each of the past five financial years: 
a. How many cases has the council recorded of allegations of offences under the Protection from Eviction Act 1977? 
Answer:

30 cases from April 2018 – present

b. How many successful prosecutions has the council brought of landlords or agents committing offences under the Protection from Eviction Act 1977?

None.  In the majority of cases, issues are resolved through support and mediation, and therefore no requirement for prosecution action is required.
2. In what year did the council last apply for information about properties in the area that are associated with a protected tenancy deposit under Section 128 of the Housing and Planning Act 2016? 
The Council have not applied for information about properties associated with a protected tenancy deposit.

3. What is the council’s most recent estimate of the number of private rented homes there were in the area, and in what year was this estimate made?
A Housing Stock Modelling Report commissioned in 2019 estimates there are approximately 49,589 privately rented homes in Leicester City.

4. How many people does the council employ to enforce 
a) the Protection from Eviction Act 1977 
The Housing Options service has an establishment of 17 Homeless Prevention Officers who assist with the enforcement of the Protection of Eviction Act 1977. 
The Private Rented Sector Team which consists of 3 staff, work on tenancy sustainment in the Private Rented Sector. 

b) the Housing Act 2004?
6.2 FTE in Private Sector Housing

5. How many enforcement notices did the council serve in 2019-20 relating to Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards? 
None

6. How many private rented homes without the appropriate license did the council identify in 2019-20? 

This information is not recorded in an easily retrievable format and would require a manual search of 221 licence applications processed in 2019-20. It is estimated that at an average of 10 minutes per application, it would take 37 hours. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

  

7. How many prosecutions did the council pursue in 2019-20 for offences relating to 
a) mandatory licensing of HMOs 
None

b) 
discretionary licensing of houses?
Leicester City Council does not operate discretionary licensing of houses.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
