FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 (FOIA)/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 (EIR) 
· Professional Services Procurement Spend
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

I am writing to ask that you please provide me with the spend for your Professional Services procurement at the Authority, by which I mean the procurement of projects and consultancy through Statement of Work excluding temporary agency staff. 

• What have you spent on Professional Services over the last 12 months?

• What did the authority spend on professional Services Between April 2019 and March 2020?

• Between April 2019 and March 2020, which categories had the highest level of spend throughout that period?

Answer:

In respect of your request, this letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in public domain i.e. the Council’s website.
The Council publishes details of each individual item of expenditure that exceeds £500 on its open data platform at:

https://data.leicester.gov.uk/explore/dataset/expenditure-exceeding-ps500-2020/information/?refine.payment_date=2020
The budget setting report for the Capital Programme 2020/21 report can be found on the following link:

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/documents/s109548/3%20b%20Capital%20Programme%202020-21.pdf
An update on the current approved capital programme can be found in our most recent budget monitoring report, link below:

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/documents/s113535/Capital%20Budget%20Monitoring%20-%20P4%202020-21.pdf
Any decisions made since this can be found on the following link:

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/mgDelegatedDecisions.aspx?bcr=1&DM=0&DS=2&K=0&DR=&V=0
The capital programme for 2021/22 will go to Full Council on the 17th February 2021 and therefore this information is exempt in accordance with Section 22 of the FOIA, as this information is intended for future publication. 

• Has the authority planned any large construction-based projects over the next two years? 

Please refer to the Procurement Plan detailed on the following URL: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/business/do-business-with-us/

• If you have got construction projects planned, please could you provide project details, budget and timeframes? 

As above

• What is the Councils current process to engage with professional service providers? Please could you provide details of the process and name third parties if they are being used. 

The Council is in the process of establishing a 10 lot professional services framework which is due to cover a range of construction related disciplines. This is to act a replacement for our current professional services framework. The current provider is Arcadis.

We are hoping to issue the tender documents in November 2020 (subject to finalising all documentation). This will be awarded on a non-exclusive basis to provide additional resource to that held in-house.

Where we do not utilise our own frameworks, we may look to use other frameworks like ESPO or advertise opportunities on our e-tendering portal (ProContract, plus reference may also be made to the Source Leicestershire Advertising website as well).

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
