FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

I am currently undertaking research in to the way in which local authorities and other land owners deal with rope / tree swings that are put up on their land.

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, I would be obliged if you could provide your responses to the following - 

1. Do you have a policy for the inspection of woodland for which you are the land owner or have responsibility for?
Yes.

2. If your answer to the above is yes, what is the frequency of your inspections?
We work to guidelines of four to eight year formal inspection rotations. What happens in practice depends on the type of site and can also be amended in response to changing budget allocations. Ad hoc inspections are also part of maintenance arrangements.


3. What is your policy as to the inspection for / removal of rope swings? 
There is no specific policy. However this and the construction of tree houses would fall under the guidance the council’s relevant policy makes regarding climbing of trees by children. This obliges inspecting officers to make their own judgment on whether there is an actual hazard.

In practice rope swings are frequently removed.


4. Do you use any warning signs regarding rope swings? If yes, please provide details of the warnings you give and you policy for the erection of such warning signs.
No.

5. Please provide a link to your policy documents regarding inspection of woodland, inspection for / removal of rope swings and warning signs.
Please access the following link:

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/185475/tree-strategy-supporting-document-2018-2023.pdf
Page 43 item 8 (item 9 is also relevant), and page 44 item 8


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
