FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

In response to the coronavirus pandemic to encourage and support cycling and walking within neighbourhoods and along key commuter routes as a safe alternative to cars and public transport, Leicester City Council published our Covid-19 Transport Recovery Plan on 29th May 2020. Details can be found at: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/186689/covid-19-transport-recovery-plan-may-2020.pdf
https://news.leicester.gov.uk/news-articles/2020/may/city-s-covid-19-transport-recovery-plan-published/
You asked:

On 23rd May 2020, the Government announced an emergency fund and measures to encourage green travel and social distancing which removed the requirement of local authorities to consult to implement certain proposals. We are looking for the following information:

 

· How many schemes restricting access for motor vehicles at certain times (or at all times) have been introduced without consultation in your authority since 23rd May 2020?
None.

We have introduced four school street closures to support social distancing outside school entrances. In bring forward these measures we consulted the schools and notified the Ward Councillors and affected residents. 
These four roads were the following:

· Mere Close

· Stoughton Street

· Newstead Road

· Sandfield Close 

· How many ‘pop-up cycle lanes’ have been introduced without consultation in your authority since 23rd May 2020?
In bringing forward emergency measures, we consulted with ward councillors, emergency services and other key stakeholders such as bus companies. We also leafletted affected properties, placed advance notices on-street prior to pop-up measures being installed and issued press releases. The details of the schemes were outlined in the Council’s Transport Recovery Plan published on 29th May 2020.
7 new pop-up cycleways have been e introduced (i.e. not already marked as cycleways). They were introduced on the following roads:
· Aylestone Rd

· Saffron Lane

· London Rd

· Hinckley Rd

· Beaumont Leys Lane

· Abbey Park Rd

· Mill Lane

· How many bus gates have been introduced without consultation in your authority since 23rd May 2020?
None
· How many ‘modal filters’ (also known as filtered permeability); closing roads to motor traffic, for example by using planters or large barriers have been introduced without consultation in your authority since 23rd May 2020?
In bringing forward emergency measures, we consulted with ward councillors, emergency services and other key stakeholders such as bus companies. We also leafletted affected properties, placed advance notices on-street in advance of measures pop-up measures being installed and issued press releases. The details of the schemes were outlined in the Council’s Transport Recovery Plan published on 29th May 2020.
Five modal filters were introduced since 23rd May 2020 and they were on the following roads:

· Belvoir St/Pocklingtons Walk RTB

· Western Blvd/Braunstone Gate RTB

· Mill Lane One-Way over bridge

· St Martins/Hotel St
· Every St
· How many 20mph speed limits have been implemented in your authority without consultation since 23rd May 2020?
None.

· How many parking bays have been temporarily suspended in your authority without consultation since 23rd May 2020?
In bringing forward emergency measures, we consulted with ward councillors, emergency services and other key stakeholders such as bus companies. We also leafletted affected properties, placed advance notices on-street prior to pop-up measures being installed and issued press releases. The details of the schemes were outlined in the Council’s Transport Recovery Plan published on 29th May 2020.

Approx. 76 regulated parking bays on the following roads:

· Granby St - 20

· Grey Friars (Hotel St/St Martins) - 6

· Queens Rd - 15

· Braunstone Gate - 20, however, we have introduced bays in adjacent streets by 5, so nett loss is 15.

· Evington Road - 20

· Green Lane Road – 0
Unregulated layby parking removed outside school entrance to support safe social distancing:
· Knighton Lane East o/s Sir Jonathan North and Lancaster Academy approx. 20 spaces in the layby

· How many footways have been temporarily widened along roads using barriers without consultation in your authority since 23rd May 2020?

 
In bringing forward emergency measures, we consulted with ward councillors, emergency services and other key stakeholders such as bus companies and schools as appropriate. We also leafletted affected properties, placed advance notices on-street prior to pop-up measures being installed and issued press releases. The details of the schemes were outlined in the Council’s Transport Recovery Plan published on 29th May 2020. In addition, the council has subsequently engaged with affected businesses to support them, including encouraging use of outdoor space for café seating and safe space for queuing. This has included grant funding for retail premises to reopen safely and undertake shop improvements. Details of the support for businesses can be found at: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/coronavirus/advice-and-support-for-businesses/
Eight city and district centre streets were assessed as being high risk and where pop up measures have been introduced to support safe social distancing are as follows:
1. Granby St

2. Hotel St/St Martins
3. Every Street
4. Queens Rd
5. Belgrave Road
6. Braunstone Gate

7. Evington Rd

8. Green Lane Rd
In addition, we have also introduced pavement widening measures around 18 school entrances to support safe social distancing when schools reopened in September.
1. ​Lorne Road and Lytton Road at Avenue Primary school

2. Bruin Street at Abbey Primary School

3. Martin Street and Ulverscroft Road at Catherine Infants school

4. Gwendolen Road at Coleman Primary school

5. Eastfield Road at Dovelands School

6. Balfour Street and Central Road at Fosse Primary School

7. Green Lane Infants school covered above

8. Sawday and Hazel Street at Hazel Primary School

9. St Stephens Road at Medway Primary School

10. New Parks Crescent at Parks Primary School

11. Gipsy Lane at Rushey Mead Primary School

12. Farnham Street at Shenton Primary School

13. Gopsall Street at Sparkenhoe Primary School Annexe

14. Orson Street, Ventnor Street and Moat Road at Spinney Hill Primary School

15. Kitchener Road and Barnabas Road at St Barnabas Primary School

16. Clarendon Park Road at St John The Baptist School

17. Armadale Drive at St Josephs Primary School

18. Stoughton Street at Highfields Primary School
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
