FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

The total amount of empty council-owned properties during the year 2020 to date, 2019 and as many years for which records are available.
I would like the information in whatever format it exists e.g. monthly totals per year, number of days empty per year etc
There is a flow of void properties throughout the year – some will become void as a result of tenancies ending and others will become occupied as a result of new tenancy sign-ups – the actual number of void properties therefore can change on a daily basis and that makes it more difficult to report on the number of properties for a given year. Additionally the data can be skewed by council properties which are new builds or newly acquired – these would be listed as void for a brief period before the first tenant moved in.

Internally, we do have snapshot dates at the end of each quarter, so we are able e to provide those figures. Please note that the Council works to financial years and we have provided data back to 2016 when we started a new IT system logging the information in this way.
Properties do become void for different reasons, and there have been times in the past where we have kept properties void for longer periods deliberately because they then formed part of planned refurbishment works to the wider block. Additionally, some properties by nature take longer to get them ready to let than others (linked to the condition that tenants may have left them in), and COVID has had implications around staff working in void properties and having to maintain social distances, and this will have skewed some of the recent figures.

	
	Numbers of Properties which were void on …
	

	2016-17
	30th June 2016
	290

	
	30th September 2016
	260

	
	31st December 2016
	214

	
	31st March 2017
	254

	2017-18
	30th June 2017
	254

	
	30th September 2017
	262

	
	31st December 2017
	328

	
	31st March 2018
	249

	2018-19
	30th June 2018
	270

	
	30th September 2018
	287

	
	31st December 2018
	313

	
	31st March 2019
	284

	2019-20
	30th June 2019
	303

	
	30th September 2019
	236

	
	31st December 2019
	285

	
	31st March 2020
	290

	2020-21
	30th June 2020
	301

	
	30th September 2020
	322


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
