FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. How much has been spent on the cycle lanes by the council since the start of 2020?
The recent maintenance scheme to resurface the cycleways along Aylestone Road cost £66,000.

The budget for the pop cycleway measures is £251,866. This is funded from the Government’s Emergency Active Travel Fund Tranche 1.
The pop up measures also build upon the ever increasing network of safe, segregated cycleways we are developing across the city as part of our ongoing Connecting Leicester programme. This financial year (2020/21) we have completed major schemes to install permanent segregated cycleways on Belgrave Gate North, Wharf St North and Lancaster Road alongside wider public realm improvements. The value of spend on these schemes this financial year is £1.658m.
Full details of the council’s Covid-19 Transport Recovery Plan can be found on the council’s website via the following link:
https://www.leicester.gov.uk/media/186689/covid-19-transport-recovery-plan-may-2020.pdf

2. What mechanism do you have in place to monitor use of the cycle lanes?
The council has deployed equipment along routes that detects cyclists at set points and provides counts for monitoring purposes.

Leicester City Council has installed a citywide network of 23 Eco Visio automatic monitoring sites and 5 Vivacity Sensor sites to assess the number of people using routes on foot or cycle, making a total of 28 automatic count sites.

Annual 12-hour Cordon Count Surveys are also carried out at over 68 historic sites across the Highway network in accordance with reporting processes to the Department for Transport.

These daily and annual counts are supplemented by site or route-specific surveys, spot counts and route assessments before and after major schemes and to identify or assess specific requests.


3. Do you have a plan to remove/reduce these if they continue to be used by only a very small minority of Council tax paying residents?
The city council is committed to providing a comprehensive safe cycling network across the city to support and encourage cycling as a sustainable alternative to motor vehicles. Be making our streets safer for cyclists and pedestrians, we foster healthier neighbourhoods and lifestyles and reduce air pollution. We continue to review and monitor number of cyclists along the new routes created and will continue to adopt measures where needed to encourage more cyclists.

4. Do you feel tax payers money spent in this way is a good use of funds given the current situation we find ourselves in?
Yes. In order to help address the Climate Emergency facing the world and ease congestion, it is essential to reduce reliance on motor vehicles. Likewise, encouraging active, sustainable travel supports nationally and locally important public health objectives. Making streets safer for cyclists and pedestrians encourages healthier, active lifestyles and by reducing car use we improve air quality.
As such, the investment in active and sustainable transport infrastructure improves public health and wellbeing, ultimately reducing the burden on the welfare state, the NHS and the economy. The UK Government has also put active travel at the centre of Transport Policy, as it recognises the importance this plays in improving the health of the nation and in achieving national objectives to reverse climate change.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
