FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please could you provide the following data points on council spending on green spaces:
- Amount spent on decoration of green spaces, broken down by the following costs; trees, flowers, bedding, bulbs, shrubs, plants, plant pots and hanging baskets 
- Amount spent on green space maintenance, i.e. salary costs for groundskeepers, machinery and equipment maintenance etc.
Please could you provide the data broken down separately over the following years:
- 2019 
- 2020 
- 2021 
(forecasted budget for 2021 but total spend in 2020, 2019)
This information is either not held by Leicester City Council or it is not feasible to collate the data requested within the 18 hour limit prescribed by the Act.  Therefore, the following exemptions are applicable:

Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council and;

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

Our financial systems do not allow for the detailed breakdown requested.  The number and spend on trees, shrubs, pots etc. would require the manual trawl of all invoices for the two years in question.  We also operate under the financial year April – March. The forecast spend for the coming year will be based on the 2019/20 actual:

	
	
	2018/19
	2019/20

	
	
	
	

	Green Space maintenance salaries
	1,906,000
	1,934,000

	Green space total running cost 
	
	469,000
	570,000

	Hanging baskets
	
	31,440
	27,880

	Bedding plants
	
	16,052
	23,002

	Bulbs
	
	1,922
	1,689


You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
