Freedom of Information Act 2000 - children in care
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

Please could you provide data you hold as a percentage or figures including the number of children affected against the total number of children in care between 01/01/2019 - 31/12/2019 that were: 
· Categorised by Social Services at risk whilst in care 
Answer:
41 due to potential exploitation

· Placed in a secure unit or lock-in facility
 3
· Reported missing
Total 23 Young people
 

· Arrested
38
 

· Convicted of a criminal offense
 38 (3%)
· In prison or young offender institutions
6 young people (0.5%) 

· Hospitalised
· Receiving on-going mental health treatment 
· Recorded by yourselves or a foster agency as having committed an act of self-harm 
With regard to the above 3 categories, this is not collated by a performance report but is information held in the files of individual children.  
We would have to interrogate approx. 614 files and this would take a minimum of 30 minutes (plus) for each file to cover the period of the year. This exercise would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act. 

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

· Achieving 90% attendance at school 

During this time period, 82.5% of our looked after children and young people achieved at least 90% attendance at school.

Please could also provide information relating to how many looked after children and formally looked after children died between 01/01/2015 - 06/12/2020 that the Council is aware of and the reported causes of death if it is known to the council? 
0
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
